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_ ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tu E firſt part of the original 
work, containing ſuch diſquifitions, 
as, it was apprehended, would not 
be generally acceptable, is on that 
account omitted. It is hoped, that 
the ſubſequent part of the work will 
Pleaſe every claſs of readers. 
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T. HE hes in the Ginn part 
of the work, proceeds to conſider 
the foundations and nature of teſti- 
mony, and whether any human teſ- 
timony, however perfect and certain, 
1 ſufficient to eſtabliſh the certain- 

ty or probability of facts, which are 
in oppoſition to the ordinary courſe 
of nature. The merit of witneſſes 
is to be eſtimated by two general 
and eſſential conditions, their ca- 
pacity and integrity. If the witneſ. 
{es are men of plain, common ſenſe, 
they will be ſufficiently capable of 
judging of palpable facts, and can 
eaſily aſcertain that there is no miſ- 

take. 
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take. But becauſe the moſt 5 
ble facts may be altered or diſguiſ- 
ed by impoſture or intereſt, teſti- 
mony ſuppoſes acknowled ged pro- 


bity and diſmtereſtedneſs in the wit⸗- 


neſſes. Since the probability of any 
fact increaſes according to the num- 
ber of the deponents, teſtimony re- 
quires that this number be ſuffici- 
ently great. And becauſe a fact is 
always better known, the more cir- 
cumſtantial it is, and becauſe a ſe- 
cret combination amongſt the depo- 
nents is never leſs preſumable, than 
when the depoſitions comprehend 
the eſſential circumſtances of the 
fact, without reſembling each other 
in manner and in form, teſtimony 
demands circumſtantial depoſitions, 
which concur together, and yet are 
varied in form and expreſſions. If 
it 


INTRODUCTION. II 


N ſhould happen, that certain facts, 
atteſted by different eye-Witneſſes, 
run counter to their moſt ancient, 
moſt deeply. rooted, and moſt be- 

loved prejudices, the fidelity of their 
depoſitions will increaſe in propor- 
tion to the certainty that they were 
deeply tinctured with thoſe preju- 
dices. If it ſhould be found at the 
ſame time, that the witneſſes united 
to the moſt eſſential conditions of 
teſtimony, ſome tranſcendent quali- 
ties not to be diſcovered in ordinary 
witneſſes; if to found ſenſe and ir- 
reproachable manners they joined 
eminent virtues, the moſt univerſal, 
conſtant, and active benevolence; if 
this had never been denied by their 
very enemies; if they perſevered in 
their teſtimony with heroic conſtan- 

5 cy, and even * ſealed it with their 

blood, 
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blood, it would appear, that ſuch a 
teſtimony muſt have all the force of 
which human teſtimony can be ſuf. 
ceptible. If therefore, the witnef. 
ſes whom the Meſſenger has choſen, 
| unite in their own perſons fo many 
= ordinary and extraordinary condi- 
1 tions, I ſhould think, ſays the au- 
chor, that 1 could not reject their 
i depoſitions without acting in direct = 
| ade to my reaſon. | J 


1 


But, continues 1 e's is undoubt- 
edly the firſt condition of teſtimony, | 
that the facts atteſted be not phyſi- * 
cally impoſſible, or contrary to the n 
laws of nature. Now the moſt con- 
| ſtant. experience declares againſt the 
| phyſical poſſibility of the reſurręc- | 
tion of the dead. Nevertheleſs, Þ} ] 
es ſuppoſed highly worthy 
of 


Yes. 
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4 credit, atteſt, that a dead man has 
riſen again. It appears leſs proba- 


ble, ſays M. Bonnet, that a witneſs 
eminently virtuous would atteſt a 


falſhood, than that a body ſhould | 
undergo a modification contrary to 
the common courſe of nature; be- 
cauſe, ſays he, I clearly diſcover a 
cauſe and end for this modification; 
but far from diſcovering any ſuffi- 
cient reaſon why ſuch a witneſs 
ſhould deceive me, I diſcover, on 
the contrary, many very powerful 


motives to induce him to conceal 


the fact, if the love of the truth had 
not predominated in his breaſt.— 


And if ſeveral witneſſes of this deſ- 


cription concur in atteſting the ſame 


"= 


\ 


miraculous fact; if they conſtantly 


perfiſt in their depoſitions if by ſo 


doing 


I4 1 


doing they evidently expoſe them- 
pag; to the greateſt calamities, and 
to Math itſelf, the impoſture of ſuch 
.. would be a violation of the 
laws of the moral world, which 
could not be ſuppoſed, without 
contradicting all the notions of if 
common ſenſe. Experience indeed . F 
proves, that according to the com- 
mon courle of nature, the dead do 
ngt riſe again; but it can never 
prove, that it is phyfically impoſlible 
for the dead to riſe again. From 
the uniformity of the courſe of na- 


ture, it can never be logically argu- 

ed againſt the teſtimony, that this 

uniformity is not conſlant- for the 

experience which atteſts the unifor- 1 
mity of the courſe of nature, does 
not in the leaſt degree prove, that 
this 
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this courſe cannot be changed or 


modified. 


It would alſo be a contradiction 
to all the notions of common ſenſe 


to imagine, that ſuch witneſſes could 


be decerved. For it is ſuppoſed, that 
they atteſted very palpable facts, of 


which the ſenſes could judge as well 


as of any other facts, and which the | 
witneſſes were very much intereſt- 


ed to have aſcertained. The ſenſes 


ſurely were ſufficient to aſcertain 


that a paralytic walks, that a blind 
man ſees, that A dead man rites 
again. The ſuppoſition, that ſuch 
witneſſes could not be deceivers, is 


principally founded on their inte. 


* Vid. Dr. Campbell's Eſſay on Miracles, 
and particularly the Notes of the French 
Tranſlator. 
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grity. And the probability of this 
ſuppoſition would be very much 
augmented, if the facts in queſtion 
were of ſueh a nature, that they 
N could not be believed by men of good 
; ſenſe, if they had not been true. 
A falſe doctrine, no doubt, may ea- 
fly gain credit: for it is the pro- 

vince of the underſtanding to judge 
of doctrine, and it may not be al- 
ways provided with the knowledge 
neceflary for diſcovering fa//hood in 
certain caſes. But as to things which 
affect all the ſenſes, things of public 
notoriety, things which happen in 
times and places full of gainſayers, 

things which combat national, pol. 

tical, and religious prejudices, how 1 

could impoſtors, who had not en- ; 

tirely loſt their ſenſes, flatter them- 

ſelves for a fingle moment that they 


$0. 

could 

6 1 
bY 


c 
8 Lc ol 3 a 


a inn“ N Feet 
OO» OUT TE TE F I - OSs SENS. AIR 
&F E . ts GET OE 4, . 
£ XS 7. N 1 4, ay. * n 3 5 0 
— (ONES: = by og, F EIN I. * D 8 $77 
* e 1 ks. — T d LR 2 22 7 « : 
* j- 2 * . 


— d IEPIB FFF . 
. 1 N Nr * * 2 EP + 7 #76 1 
a 2 2 e JJ — LS 5 RR 4 : 
PEI cc hs WE 8 Rep „„ Ä — . ons 23 . I LY 8 
Eg 333 1 Pa 8 Ws” 8 5 3 x . 8 . . 3 8 2 N IRS, IN We RY. 
E Po ents ; "4448 8 * L * n 7 r 2336-0 T : 
7 45. Oe * Y N — » 


INTRODUCTION. -- 


could procure credit to ſuch things ? 
Surely they would not think of per- 
ſuading their own countrymen and 
contemporaries, that a man, known 
by all the world, and who died in 
public, was riſen again: that-at the 
death of this man, there was dark- 


neſs over the whole country for ſe- 


veral hours; that the earth ſhook, 
&. If theſe impoſtors are illiterate 


men, and of the loweſt rank, it would 


be ſtill farther from their thoughts 
to pretend to ſpeak foreign langua- 


| ges, and they would not dare to 


throw upon a numerous ſociety the 
abſurd reproach, that it abuſes an 


extraordinary gift, which it had 


never received. It is not at all pro- 
bable, that ſuch facts could ever 


have been admitted, had they been 


talſe. This would appear ftill more 
+ 1mpro- 
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improbable, if they who ty 


profeſſed to believe ſuch facts, and 
WHA pread them abroad, voluntari- 
ly expoſed themſelves to every thing 
moſt dreadful to human nature, and 
if, at the ſame time, no trace of fanati- 
ciſm be perceived in their depoſi- 
tions. In fine, the improbability of 
the thing would appear to increaſe 
very much, if the public teſtimony 
given to ſuch facts had produced a 


revolution much more aſtoniſhing 


than thoſe which the moſt famous 
conquerors ever produced. 


But though the miracles of the 


Goſpel ſhould be attended with all 


the circumitances which reaſon de- 


mands, and which have been above 
deſcribed, ſtill there are ſome fun- 
damental objections, which the au- 
thor endeavours to remove. 
He 


NS, 4 * "> 
Dn We FN 
. N Re — ry 3 ri : z 


INTRODUCTION. * 19 


He obſerves, that the religious 
annals of all nations are replete with 
miracles and prodigies; and that 
there is ſcarcely one religious opi- 
nion which does not produce mira- 
cles, and even martyrs in its favour. 
The human mind delights in the 
marvellous: it has a kind of innate 
taſte for every think extraordinary 
or new: it is always ſtruck with re- 


lations of prodigies: it lends them, 


at leaſt, an attentive ear, and often 
believes them without examination: 
it even ſeems not to be too much diſ- 
poſed to doubt, but loves rather to 


believe. 


Theſe natural diſpoſitions of the 


human mind tend very much to in- 


creaſe, in thinking minds, a gene- 
ral diſtruſt of every thing which has 
„„ Ss the 
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the air of a miracle, and muſt en- 
gage them to be very ſcrupulous of 
admitting the proofs, which are ad- 5 
duced in matters of this kind. 4 


But will the viſions of alchymy 
determine a philoſopher to reject the 
truths of chemiſtry? Becauſe many 

books in phyſics and hiſtory contain 
fallacious obſervations, controverti- 

tible and raſhly hazarded facts, will 
a rational ſceptic draw a general 
concluſion againſt all books of phy- 
fics and hiſtory ? Will he extend this 
concluſion to all the obſervations, 
to all the facts indiſcriminately ? 


If many religious opinions have 
borrowed the aid of miracles, this 
very circumſtance would ſeem to 
prove, that at all times miracles 
have 
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have been conſidered as the moſt 
expreſſive language which the Di- 
vinity could addreſs to men, and as 
the moſt characteriſtic ſeal which he 
could affix to the miſſion of his 
meſſengers. 


Upon comparing the miracles, at- 
teſted by the witneſſes, whoſe depo- 
fitions are afterwards to be more 
particularly examined, with the facts 
produced in favour of certain reli- 
gious opinions, the moſt enormous 
difference is apparent. The former 
ſeem ſo ſuperior in kind, in number, 
in diverſity, in unity, in duration, 
in notoriety, in their direct and Par- 
ticular utility, and eſpecially in the 
importance of their general deſign, 
in the magnitude of their conſequen- 
ces, and the force of their teſtimo- 
T ” Di | nies, 


4 
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: nies, that it muſt be admitted they 
are at leaſt very probable ; while 
the others muſt be rejected, as mere 
1nventions, equally ridiculous in 
themſelves, and unworthy of the 


wiſdom and majeſty of the Lord W- 
the world. 


If in the moſt enlightened age of 
the world, and in the capital of a 
great kingdom, miracles were pre- 3 
tended to be wrought by convul- | 
"ons; if a man high in office has 
publiſhed thoſe pretended miracles; 
if he has endeavoured to ſupport *# 
them by different teſtimonies ; if a 
numerous ſociety has adduced thoſe ; 
facts, as proofs of the truth of its 
opinion reſpecting a paſſage in a 
_ treatiſe of theology; in all this no- 
thing can be ſeen but a burleſque 
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invention, demonſtrating the moſt 
amazing deviations of human rea- 
ſon. 


" Becauſe error has had its martyrs 
as well as the truth, martyrs can- 
not be confidered as undoubted 
8 of the truth of an opinion: 
but if men of virtue and good ſenſe 
ſuffer martyrdom in ſupport of an 
opinion, it may be lawfully conclud- 
ed, that they were perſuaded, at 
leaſt, of the truth of that opinion. 
If upon enquiring, therefore, into 
the foundations of that opinion, it 
be found, that thoſe were facts, 
which were ſo palpable, fo numer- 
ous, ſo different, ſo linked together, 
and ſo connected with a moſt impor- 
tant end, that it was morally im- 
PHI: that the witneſſes could be 

deceiv- 
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ved. their martyrdom muſt he 
conſidered as the laſt ſeal of their 
teſtimony. 
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| And if the declared enemies of 
| the witneſſes, their own country- 
| men and contemporaries, ſhould ac 
| cribe the greateſt part of the mira- 1 | 

| culous facts to a cauſe very different x 
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from that aſſigned by the witneſſes, | 
this. circumſtance would appear an 
indirect acknowledgment of thoſe 
facts: for men do not. aſcribe a cauſe 2 
for facts which they think falſe; 
but they deny them, and prove their 
= fallity, if they are able to do ſo.— 
This acknowledgment will acquire 
great force, if thoſe enemies of the 
| witneſſes were at the ſame time their 
 _ lawful ſuperiors, and if they poſleſ- 
| | {ed all the means s which power and 1 
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authority can ſupply, to confute a 
preſumptuous impoſture; and if they 
never confuted it. What ſhould we 
think then, if we learned that the 
witneſſes, whom their own magi- 
ſtrates could not confound, conſtant- 
ly perſevered in charging thoſe ma- 
= giſtrateswith the greateſt of-crimes, 
and that they even dared to accuſe 
them face to face? 
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CHRISTIANITY. 


SECTION £ 


GENERAL CHARACTERS OF THE 
WITNESSES OF THE GOSPEL, 
AND OF THEIR. DEPOSITION. 


A BOOK, ſaid to contain the 
faithful depotitions of men, who call 
themſelves witneſſes and ſervants 
of a Meſſenger from heaven, is put 
into my hand. I examine this book 
with all poſſible attention, and con- 
feſs, the more I examine it, the 
„ more 
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more I am ſtruck with the charac- 
ters of probability, originality, and 
grandeur, which I diſcover in it. 
and which, in my opinion, rerder 
it a moſt ſingular and inimitable 
work. 


The elevation of thou ght, the ma- 
jeſtic fimplicity of expreſſion; the 
beauty, the purity and harmony of 


the doctrine; the importance, uni- 


verſality, and ſmall number of the 
precepts; their admirable ſuitable- 
neſs to the nature and neceſſities of 
man; the ardent charity ſo generouſ- 
| ly enforced ; the unction, the force 
and gravity of the language; its 
concealed and truly philoſophical 
meaning; theſe eſpecially arreſt my 


attention, becauſe Ido not find them 


in any production of the human 
| mind, 
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mind; in the ſame degree of excel- 


lence. 


I am, at the ſame time, very 


much ſtruck with the candour, the 


ingenuouſneſs, the modeſty, and, I 
muſt add, the humility of the writ- 
ers, and- with that fingular and per- 
petual neglect of themſelves, which 


never allows them to intermingle 


their own reflections, nor even the 
leaſt eulogium in recounting the ac- 
tions of their Maſter. 


When I ſee theſe writers narrating 
with ſo much ſimplicity and cool- 
nels, the moſt weighty matters, and 
never attempting to aſtoniſh, but 
1 to enlighten and convince, 
I muſt acknowledge, that their ſole 
end is to atteſt to mankind a truth, 

Which 
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which they judge to be of the high. 


eſt importance to their happineſs. 


| As they appear to me entirely oc- 
cupied with this truth, and inatten- 
tive to their own perſonal concerns, 
it does not ſurprize me, that they 
ſhould look to it alone ; that their: 
only wiſhes are to exhibit it to view, 
and that they never think of giving 
it embelliſhments. With the ut- 
molt ſimplicity therefore do they ſay, 
The leper ſtretched out his hand, and 
it was reſtored whole. The fick man 
took up his bed, and walked. 


This book exhibits the true ſublime o 


for when it ſpeaks of GoD, nothing 
can be more truly ſo, than He wills, 
and the thing is done. But I can eafily 
judge, that this ſublimity is found 


3 
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in it, for this reaſon only, that the 
thing itſelf is of an extraordinary na- 


ture, and that the writers repreſent- 


ed it juſt as they ſaw it, juſt as it 
was, and have not mixed with it 
any other matter. 


Theſe writers appear not only to 


| poſſeſs the moſt perfect ingenuouſ- 
neſs, and even to make no attempts 


to diſſemble their own faults, but, 


what is moſt ſurprizing, they have 


not diſſembled certaintircumftances 
of the lite and ſufferings of their 
Maſter, which, in the eyes of the 
world, do not tend to elevate his 
glory. If they had ſuppreſſed them, 


they would moſt aſſuredly have 


been beyond the reach of diſcovery, 
and their adverſaries could not have 


drawn any advantage from them. 


They 
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They have not ſimply mentioned, 
but given them in full detail. I am 
therefore obliged to admit, that in 
their writings they propoſed no 
other end, but to render teſtimony 
to the truth. 


IS 
rx 
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Was it poſſible, I frequently aſk g 
myſelt, that thoſe fiſhermen, who 4 
performed greater things than their 
Maſter did, who ſaid to the lame, 
Rife and walk, and he walks, ſhould 
have had not the ſmalleſt particle 
of vanity, and diſdained the ap- 
plauſes of the people, who were 
ſpectators of their prodigies? 


With equal admiration and ſur- 
prize, therefore, I read theſe words : 
„ Ye men of Iſrael, why marvel ye 
Hat this, and way look ye ſo ear- 

« neſtly 
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« neſtly upon us, as Hough by our 
« own power and holineſs we had 
« made this man to walk?“ Can I 
forget the humility, difintereſtedneſs 
and truth, expreſſed in this charac- 
teriſtical paſſage? I have a heart 
I made for feeling, and I confeſs Iam 
moved every time I read theſe 
words. . 


What are theſe men, therefore, 
who, when nature obeys their voice, 
are afraid that this obedience ſhould 
be aſcribed % their own power and 
3 | /olineſs ? Can I reject ſuch wit- 
3 neſſes ? Is it conceivable, that ſuch 
: things could have been invented? 
1 And how many other things do I 
3 diſcover, which are indiſſolubly 
ö linked to theſe, and which do not 
5 naturally occur to the human mind! 
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SE T:L0N; BD 


PARTICULAR CHARACTER or | 
THE DEPOSITION.—HAS IT | 
BEEN FORMALLY CONTRA. 

PDICTED BY CONTEMPORARY 
DEPOSITIONS OF EQUAL FORCE? 


| xxow that ſeveral parts of the | 
depoſition appeared in a very ſhort | 
time after the events, atteſted by the | 
witneſſes. If theſe are the work uf 
any impoſtor, he will undoubtedly 
take great care, not to be very cir- 
cumſtantial in his narrative, that he | 
may not furniſh the ready means of | 


his own confuſion. Nothing, how- | 
ever, can be more. circumſtantial, | 
than this depo/ition now before me. = 


t] 


in 
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in it I find the names of ſeveral per- 
ſons, their quality, their offices, their 


= places of abode, their maladies : 1 


ſee places, times, circumſtances, 
diſtinctly marked, and a hundred 
other minute details;* all which 
concur in determining the even? moſt 
preciſely. In a word, I cannot doubt 
but that if I had lived in the place, 
and at the time in which the de phſi- 
tion was publiſhed, it would have 
been very eaſy for me to aſcertain 
the truth of the fads. And this 
ſurely I ſhould not have failed to 
do; would it have been neglected 
by the moſt obſtinate and powerful 


enemies of the witneſles ? 


I ſearch therefore in the hiſtory of 


the times, for depo/iiions formally 
J contradicting the depolition of the 


abus, 


» 
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eviineſſes, and meet with nothing but 
vague accuſations of impoſture, of 
magic, or of ſuperſtition. Upon this, 
I put the queſtion to myſelf, whether 
a circumſtantial depoſition can be 
deſtroyed by ſuch vague and indefi- 


nite imputations? 
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But, perhaps, ſay J to myſelf, the 
depoſitions which formally contra- 
dicted that of the wiinefJes, are loſt. 
Why was not the depolition of the 


witneſſes alſo lot? Becauſe it has 
been preſerved as a moſt valuable | 

- treaſure, by a numerous ſociety which 
fill ſubſiſts, and which has tranſ- : 
. mitted it to me. But I diſcover 1 
another ſociety, equally numerous, f 
and much more ancient, which be- _ 


ing deſcended, by uninterrupted 
ſucceſſion, from the firſt adverſaries 


of 
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of the witn?ſJſes, and inheriting their 
hatred and prejudices againſt Chriſti. 
anity, could have as eaſily preſerved 
thoſe counter depolitions, as the 
many other monuments, which at 
this day it produces with ſo much 
complacency, though many of them 
tend to betray and confound it. 


Beſides, I perceive very ſtrong 
g reaſons, which muft have engaged 
1 this ſociety to preſerve with the ut- 
moſt care all the writings in oppo- 
fition to thoſe of the witneſſes; Thave 
particularly in my eye that moſt 
weighty and moſt odious accuſation, 
which the witneſſes had ſo uniformly, 
| fo repeatedly, and with ſuch unpa- 
| ralleled courage, dared to charge 
upon the magiſtrates of this ſociety, 
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and the aſtonifhing ſucceſs of the 


teſtimony given to -the fads upon 
Which they grounded their accuſati . 


on. How ealily could magiſtrates, 


who had in their hands the manage- | 


ment of the police, have judicially 
contradicted this teſtimony! How 


much were they intereſted to do ſo! 


What might not have been the effect 
of a judicial and circumſtantial de- 
polition, bearing on every page a 


refutation of that of the witneſſes? 


Since, therefore, the /oc:/ety, of 


which I am ſpeaking, cannot pro- 
duce in its own favour a depoſition of 


this ſort, I am juſtly authorized to 3 


think, that it never could advance 


any valid objection againſt the 27. 


7e. 


It 
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It comes ſftrongly- into my mind, 
that the friends of the witneſſes, af- 
ter they became powerful, might 
have deſtroyed the writings adverſe 
do their cauſe. But they have not 
4 | been able to deſtroy this great ſ/eczety, 
© their declared enemy; and they did 
not become powerful till many ages 
after the event, which was the prin- 


cipal object of the 7e/?/7mmmy. I am, 
therefore, obliged to abandon a ſup- 
poſition, which appears to be deſ- 
titute of foundation. 5 


While the Jewiſh /ocrety confines 
f | itfelt tothe moſt vague accuſations of 
impoſture, I ſee the witneſſes inſert 
in their writings, examinations before 
the magiſtrates and principal doctors 
of the ſociety, and interrogations put 
by them: which prove, atleaft, that 
11 55 ther 
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they were. not indifferent to what 
paſſed in their capital. 


I cannot preſume there was any 
ſuch indifference ; the improbability 
of the thing is too great. I pre- 
ſume, on the contrary, that thoſe 
magiſtrates or doctors did not neg- 
lect to inform themſelves of the 
facts. I, therefore, ſcrutinize the 

examinations and interrogations, con- 

| tained in the Writings of the witneſſes, 
or of their fr adherents. And as 
theſe wrtings have not been formal- 
ly contradicted by men, who had 
the greateſt reaſon to do ſo, I can- | 
not, I think, deny that they are We | | 
great force. 


I always taſte a new pleaſure, i 
when TI perule thoſe intereſting in- 
 terrog ations; 
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terrogations ; the more I peruſe them, 
the more I admire the exquiſite 
judgment, the fingular preciſion, 


the noble courage and candour, 


which ſhine forth in the anſwers. 


Here the truth appears to iſue from 
all ſides, and a reading is ſufficient 


to convince any man, that ſuch fads 
could not have been forged. If they 


are an invention, where are there 


ſuch inventions? 


\ 
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SECTION III. 
THE MAN LAME FROM HIS 
/ BIRTH, 


TE witneſſes ſcarcely com. 
mence their atteſtation of what they 


call the truli, when I ſee them 


brought beſore the tribunals of the 
capital. They are examined and in- 
terrogated, and boldly atteſt, before 
thoſe tribunals, the ſame things 
which they had atteſted before the 
people. 


A man lame from his birth re- 
ceives a cure. Two of the witneſſes 
are coniidered as the authors of this 

ure. The ſenators ſummon them, 
and put this queſtion to them, 


« By whal power, or by what name, 


« have 
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« have ye done this?” The queſtion 

is preciſe, and in form. © Ye rulers 

of the people, ” anſwer the witneſſes, 

if we this day be examined of the 

6 good deer done to the impotent 

* man, by what means he is made 
« whole, be it known unto you all, 

& and to all the people, that by the 

„ name of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, 

„ whom ye crucified, whom God 
« raiſed from the dead, by him doth 

« this man ſtand here before you 

« whole.“ 


What! do the two fiſhermen make 
no attempts to conciliate the favour ix 
of their judges ? They begin by | 
openly reproaching them with an 
atrocious crime, and conclude with 
affirming the moſt ſhocking fact, in 
the eyes of thoſe judges! 
C4. _ 
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Now it he who was crucified by 
the magiſtrates was juſtly put to 
death, if he Is not riſen again, if the 
miracle wrought upon the blind man 
be another fraud; theſe magiſtrates, 
who undoubtedly poſſeſs proofs of 
all this, will loudly and publicly re- 
proach the two anus with their 
effroatery, their impoſture, and 
wicked contrivance, and puniſh 
them with the utmoſt rigour. 


T continue to read the narrative. 
When the rulers of the people ſaw 
the boldneſs of the two diſciples, 
and perceived that they were un- 
learned and ignorant men, they N 
marvelled; and they took know- 
ledge of them, that they had been 


with him that was crucified : and 


beholding the man who was heated 


ſtan ding 
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ſtanding with them, they could ſay 


nothing againſt it. And wen hey 
had commanded them to go aſide 


out of the council, they conferred 


among themſelves. And when 
« they had conferred, ther called 


« them, and commanded the Ot 


“ to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the 
<« name of the crucified Jeſus” 


What do I behold ! Thoſe magiſ- 
trates, ſo deeply prejudiced again{t 
the witneſſes, and, their declared ene- 


mies, cannot confound them ! Thoſe 


magiſtrates, to whom two of the 
witneſſes have ſpoken with ſo much 
boldneſs, and ſo little caution, con- 
fine themſelves to threats and forbid- 
ding them to teach ! Has the lame 
man then been hea'ed ? But in the 
name of the crucified he was heated. 
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Has h& then riſen again? Do the 
magiſtrates then tacitly acknowledge 
this re/urredion £ Their conduct ap- 
pears to me to demonſtrate, at leaſt, 
that they could not prove the con- 
trary, 


I cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
the hiſtorian of the fiſhermen has 
fabricated this whole procedure; be- 
cauſe it does not belong to me, who 
am removed, more than ſeventeen 
centuries, from that hiſtorian, to form 
againſt him an accuſation, which 
ought to have been brought forward 
| by his contemporarics, particularly 
by the countrymen of the witneſſes; 
and becauſe this has never been 
brought forward, or has at leaſt ne- 
ver been proved. | 


3 


learn 
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I learn from this writer, that five 
thouſand perſons were converted at the 
fight of the miracle. I ſhall not 
ſay, that theſe are five thouſand 
witneſſes ; I have not their depoſi- 
tions; but I will ſay, that ſo conſi- 
derable a number of converts is at 
leaſt a proof of the notoriety of the 
fact. I ſhall not pretend to ſay, 
that this number is exaggerated; be 
cauſe I have no valid authority to 
oppoſe againſt the writer, and my 
ſimple negative would be no authori- 
ty again{t his expreſs affirmalive. 


J cannot reſiſt dwelling a little 
upon ſome expreſſions of this inte- 
_ reſting narratave. 


Such as I have, give I thee: in the 
name of the Lord, riſe up and walk! 
| : — 


= INTERESTING VIEWS 


Such as I have, give I thee: he has 
| nothing but the” power to make a 


lame man walk, and this power re- 

fides in a poor fiſherman. In fie 
name of the Lord, riſe up and walk! 

How preciſe! How ſublime: How 

worthy the majeſty of Him who 

commandeth nature! 


Tf wwe be examined for the good deed 
done to the impotent man; it is an act 
of mercy, not of oſtentation. They 
did not make figns appear in the | 


| heavens: „ey did a good deed to un 


impotent man g592d indeed! and in the 
ſimplicity of an honeſt and virtuous 
heart. 


Whom ye crucified, and whom God 
raiſed from the dead. No ſalvo, no 
palliative, no conſideration, no per- 
ſonal 
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ſonal fears; are they therefore very 
ſure of their fact, and under no ap- 
prehenſions of being confounded ? 
When ſpeaking to the people, they 
had ſaid, We wot that through igno- 
rance ye did it they do not ſay ſo 
before the tribunal. They were ap- 
parently afraid of having the air of 
flattering their judges, and deſiring 
to obtain their favour. Whom ye 
crucified, and whom God raiſed from 
the dead. 1 5 | 
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SECTION IV. 


sr. PAUL. 


I Continue to turn over the hiſto- 
rian of the witneſſes, and quickly 
meet with the hiſtory of a young 
man, who excites my curioſity very 


much. 


Though educated at the foot of a 
ſage, he does not glory in imitating 
his moderation. His lively, ardent, 
courageous character, his per ſecu- 


ting ſpirit, his blind attachment to 


the ſanguinary maxims of a domi- 


neering ſect, make him paſſionately 


deſirous of diſtinguiſhing himſelf 


in the open war which that ſect de- 


clares 


VVV AS oi we x 
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clares againſt the witneſſes. He ac- 
cordingly conſents to the violent 
death of one of the witneſſes, and 
aſſiſts at the execution. But his im- 
petuous fanatical zeal being inſatia- 
ble, and not to be confined within the 
circle of the capital, he goes to his 
| ſuperiors, and demands letters from 
them, authorizing him to perſecute 

the adherents of the new 7 opinion in 
W ſtrange cities. 


He ſets out, accompanied by ſe- 
veral attendants ; he breathes threat- 
enings and flaughter ; and yet arrives 
not at the place of his deſtination, 
before he himſelf becomes a miniſ- 
ter of Jeſus Chriſt. That city, whi- 


ther he was going, to vent his rage 
againſt the infant ſociety, is the very 
place in which he commences: his 

public 
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7 public miniſtry, and his atteſtation 
of the fads atteſted by the witneſſes 
of the truth of 9 


The moral world has its /aws as 
well as the phy/ical: men do not 
throw off their characters all at once, 
and without a cauſe, they do not, 
all at once; and without a cauſe, re. 


nounce their moſt deeply rooted, 


their deareſt, and, in their own 
eyes, moſt lawtul prejudices, and iſ 
much leſs the prejudices of birth, of 
education, and of religion in parti- ; 
cular. | 


What then has happened upon 
the road to this furious perſecutor, i 
to render him all at once the zea- i 


lous diſciple of Him whom he per- 
> ſecut ed? For I mult neceſſarily ſup- | 
pole I 
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yu a cauſe, and a great cauſe too, 
for ſo ſudden and extraordinary a 
change. His hiſtorian, and he him. 
ſelf, inform me of this cauſe: a 

: light from heaven ſhone around 
him : its brightneſs deprived him 
Sof ſight: he fell to the ground, and 
heard the voice of the n 
ane him. 


: In a very at time, he becomes 
I the object of the fury of that ſect 
BW which he has abandoned: he is drag- 
ged to priſons ; brought before the 
tribunals of his own nation, and be- : 
fore thoſe of ſtrangers; and every 
where atteſts, with equal firmneſs 
and conſtancy, the fads depoſed by 
the firſt witneſſes. 


— — 9 
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I take pleaſure, in particular, o 


follow him before a ſtrange tribu- 
nal, where a king of his own nation 


happened to be preſent. There I 
hear him recount, in minute detail, 
the hiſtory of his converſion: he 


does not diſſemble his former fury; 
nay, he paints it in the ſtrongeſt co- 
lours: When they were put to death, 
ſays he, I gave my voice againſt tem. 


I oft compelled them to blaſpheme ; and 
being exceedingly mad againſ} them, I a 
perſecuted them even unto ſlrange cities. 


He then proceeds to the extraordi- 


nary circumſtances of his converſion, | 


relates what followed it, atteſts the 
reſurrection of Jeſus, and concludes 
with an addreſs to his judge: The 
| king knoweth of theſe things, before 
whom alſo I ſpeak freely ; for 1 am 


perſuaded, that none of theſe things are : 


hidaen 
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hidden from am; for this thing was 
not done in a corner. 


nis the new witneſs, therefore, not 
more afraid, than the firſt were, of 
being contradicted ? becauſe he 
; I ſpeaks of things which were not done 
12 a corner. And I am not much 
» I furprized to ſee that this diſcourſe 
ſtaggers the prince: Angſt thou Pere 
1 77 me. Does the prince then be- 
1 lieve him to be an impg/tor 2 


"WM This witneſs had advanced the 

ſame things in the capital, when 
$ ſpeaking to a numerous aſſembly of 
the people, and was not interrupted 
until he had ſhocked an ancient and 
favourite prejudice of this proud na- 
tion, reſpecting the calling of the | 
"0 Gentiles.” | | | | 4 | 
4 Bs In | 
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In the hiſtorian Hefore me, I find 
other Judicial proceedings very cir- 
cumſtantially related, of which the 
new , diſciple was the object, and 
which were raiſed at the inſtance of 
Tome of his countrymen, who had 
{worn his deſtruction. I carefully 
examine theſe proceedings, and the 
more TI proſecute the examination, 
the more do I feel the probability in- 
creaſe in favour of the fats atteſted 
by the Fringe. 


1 find likewiſe, in the fame hiſto- 


rian, other diſcourſes of this wiine/s, | 


which appear to me maſter-pieces 
of reaſoning and eloquence, if the 
hackneyed word eloguence can be ap- 
. plied to ſuch diſcourſes. I dare not 
therefore add, that there are ſome 
of them full of ſpirit : this word 

TT would 
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would be ſtill leſs applicable to ſo 
great a man, and to ſo great things. 
« Men of Athens, I perceive that 
« in all things you are too ſuper- 
« ſtitious: for as I paſſed by, and 
c heheld the objects of your wor- 
« ſhip, I found an altar with this 
« inſcription, To THE UNKNOWN 
« GoD. Whom, therefore, you 
« ignorantly worſhip, him declare 
« I unto you.” In theſe diſcourſes 
mere is ſomething ſo pathetic, 
W that I cannot reſiſt the impreſſion 
they make upon me. © Bonds and 


«© aitictions abide me: but none of 
C 


ce 


4 


theſe things move me; neither 
count I my liſe dear unto myſelf, 
ſo that I might finiſh my courſe 
with joy, and the miniſtry which 
I have received of the Lord. 
I know that none of you.. . . ſhall 
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& fee my face any more. . . . I have 
Fc coveted no man's Ges or gold, 
« or apparel; and you yourſelves 
« know, that theſe hands have mi- 
“ miſtered to my neceſſities, and to 
« them that were with me. I have 


« ſhewn you all things, how that, 
“ ſo labouring, you ought to ſup- | 
% port the weak, and to remember MW | 


« the words of the Lord; that it 
is more bleſſed to give, than to 


« hands —.“ 


I am aſtoniſhed at the number, 
the kind, the greatneſs, and the du- 
ration of the labours and trials of 
this extraordinary perſonage: and 
jf glory is to be meaſured by im- 
portance of delign, nobleneſs of 
motives, and. obſtacles to be ſur- 

mounted, 
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ie has muſt be conſidered as 
a true hero. 


But this hero has himſelf writ- 
ten: I ſtudy his productions, and 
am ſtruck with the extreme diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, the gentleneſs, the ſin- 
gular unction, and above all the 
ſublime benevolence, which ſhine 
in all his writings. The whole hu- 
man race 7s not /traitened in his heart. 
There is no branch of morality, 
which does not vegetate and bring 
forth fruit with him. He is himſelf 
a Morality which lives and breathes, 
and is inceſſantly in action. He 
gives at once example and precept : 
and what precepts ! 


« Let your charity be without diſ- 
« fimulation. T_T that which is 


O 


& evil, 
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& evil, cleave to that which is good. 
« Be kindly affectioned one to ano- 
q ther with brotherly love ; in ho- 


“ nour preferring one another; not 
c“ ſlothful in bulineſs; diſtributing 
ce to the neceſſitous ; given to hoſ- 
«© pitality. Bleis them who perſe- 
0- cute YOU, Bleſs, and curſe not. 
cc Rejoice with them that rejoice, 
„ and weep with them that weep. 
<« Be of the ſame mind one towards 
00 aaother. Mind not high things, 
c bat be condeſcending. Be not 
« wiſe in your 0wn conceits.” 


How could a morality 19 exalted, 
ſo pure, and ſo well adapted to the 
wants of univerſal ſociety, be dic- 
tated by the very man w/o breathed 
threatenings and ſlaughter, and who 


? placed 
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placed his delight and glory in tor- 
turing his fellow-men ? But, above 
all; how has ſuch a man come all 
at once to pract: iſe a morality ſo per- 
fect? Has HE, then, who came to 
recal men to thoſe grand maxims, 
[poken to him: 1 : 
What ſhall I f. ay alſo of that ad- 
mirable picture of charity, ſo full 
of warmth and life, exhibited in 
another work of this extraordinary 
moraliſt, and which I am never 
wearied of contemplating? It is, - 
however, not the picture itſelf which 
ſo much commands my attention, 
as the occaſion which produced it. 
Of all the gifts which men can ob- 
„ : tain or exerciſe, there is, beyond all 
| : contradiction, none more calculated 
| ; „ D . to 
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to flatter their vanity than miracus | 


lous gifts. Mean and illiterate men, 
who all at once are enabled to ſpeak 
foreign languages, are very much 


tempted to make a parade of ſo i 
extraordinary a gift, and to torget s | 


its end. 

Accordingly, by a numerous ſo- 
ciety of new converts, founded by 
this illuſtrious man, this gift is very 
ſoon abuſed : he delays not to write 
to them, and in the ſtrongeſt terms 
to recal them to the true employ- 


ment of miracles he heſitates not 


highly to prefer before all miraculous 
gifts, that ſublime benevolence, 


which he calls charity, and which, 


according to him, is the moſt per- 
ect * of all the ſocial vir- 


tues. 
7 


AY 


7, 
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tues. Though I ſpeak with the - 
6 tongues of men and angels, and 
« have not charity, I am become as 
« ſounding brafs, or'a tinkling CyM- 
bal. And though I have the gift 
« of prophecy, and underſtand all 
« myſteries and all knowledge ; and 
„ though I have all faith, 10 that I 
« could remove mountains, and 
% have not charity, I am nothing.“ 


How has this ſage learned to 
= make o juſt an eſtimate of things? | 
A How is he not dazzied with the 
eminent gifts he poſſeſſes, or at 
leaſt believes he poſſeſſes? W ould an 
impoſtor uſe them in this manner? 
Who diſcovered to him that miracles 

are only fimple Tuns io Lei With G9 
of ye! © veiiruve? Who taught this fana- 
D 2 tical 
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tical perſecutor to prefer the love of 
mankind to the moſt brilliant gifts 
In the precepts and virtues of the diſ- 
ciple, can I fail to perceive the effica- 
cious voice of that Maſter, who ſacri- 
ficed himſelf for the human race? 


S E C- 


Der 
1 
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S TIN 


THE MAN BORN BLIND. 


. Tur depoſition of the witneſſes 
contain frequent interrogatories, which 
very much excite my attention, In 


theſe muſt I chiefly ſearch for the 
fources of the probability of the facts 


atteſted. If, as I have remarked, 
theſe interrogatories have never 
been formally contradicted by thoſe 
who had the greateſt intereſt to do 


ſo, I cannot reaſonably refuſe the 


conſequences which naturally fol- 


low. 


Among theſe interrogatories, there 


1s one in particular which I never 


„„ 223 read 
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md without a ſrcret pleaſure ; that 
reſpecting a man born blind, who 
was cured by the Meſſenger: This 
miracle greatly aſtoniſhes all who 
| had known the blind man; it occu- 
pies their whole thoughts and con- 
verſations. They bring him before 
the Doctors: the Doctors interro- 
gate him, and demand how he had 
received his fight? He put clay pon 
mine eyes, replied he, and 7 waſhed, 
and do Ke. | 


The Doctors are not diſpoſed to 
believe the fach. They doubt, and. 
are divided. They wiſh to ſatisfy 
their doubts; and. ſuſpecting that 
the man had not been blind, they call 
his parents, and alk them, E this 
wour ſon, whom you ſay was born blind. 2 
| How then dath he now fee ? 

The 
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The parents anſwer, « We know 


« that this is our ſon, and that he 
was born blind; but by what 
« means he now ſeeth, we know 


5 


e not: he is of age, aſk him: he 


> 


5... 


will ſpeak for himſelf.” 
The Doctors a ſecond time inter- 
rogate the man that was blind: 


« Give God the praiſe,” ſay they, 


« we know that he,: who thou ſayeſt 


„ opened thine eyes, is a ſinner.“ 


„Whether he be a inner,” replies 


i | he, „I know not: one thing I know, 


« that whereas I was blind, now I 
« ſee.” ; | 


| Vpon this ingenuous anſwer, the 
Doctors recur to their firſt queſtion, 
© What did he to thee? how open-. 


« ed he thine eyes?” „ have told 
a D 4 ; cc you 
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« you already,” replies the man, 
equally firm as ingenuous; © where= 
« fore would you hear it again? 
« Will you alſo be his diſciples?” 


At this reply the Doctors are ir- 
ritated : they revile him. We know 
; not,” ſay they, „from whence he 

4 js, of whom thou ſpeakeſt.“ , 
« Herein is a marvellous Ws that ye 
C nose not from whence he is,” bold- 
ly replies this man of candour and 
good ſenſe, and Hel he has — 
mine Jr," Ke. 


How ſimple! how natural! how 
preciſe! how intereſting! how cohe- 
rent! If the truth be not told here, 
by what characters. ſhall I be able 


to diſcover it ? 
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SECTION VL 


THE RESURRECTION OF THE 
FOUNDER. 


B UT of all the judicial proceedings 
contained in the depo/ition of the wit- 
neſſes, there 1s unqueſtionably none 
more important, than that which 
immediately concerns the perſon of 
the Meſſenger himſelf. It is alſo 

the moſt cirrumſtantial, the oſteneſt 
repeated, and that to which all the 

witneſſes make the moſt direct and 
molt frequent alluſions, Here their 
teſtimony always centres. I meet 
with it in all the principal parts of 
the depeſition; and when I compare 
them with one another, upon this 

D 5 eflen. 
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eſſential Point, _ appear very 
ha FMORIOus. 


The Meſſenger is ſeized, examin- 
ed, and: interrogated by the magi-- 
ſtrates of his own nation: they charge 
him to declare who he is: he does 
ſo: his anſwer is called blaſphemy - 
falſe witneſſes are brought againſt 
him, and they equivocate :: he is con- 
demned, and delivered over to a 
þ fuperior and foreign tribunal: there 
che is again interrogated: he gives 
nearly the ſame anſwers; the judge, 
convinced of his innocence, is de- 
firous of releaſing him; the magi- 
frrates, who condemned him, per- 
Aft in demanding his death: they 
_ intimidate the ſuperior judge, who 
abandons him to their fury: he is 
crucified, and buried : the magiſtrates 

„ ſeal 
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ſeal up the ſepulchre: they place 

their own guards upon it, and in a 

very ſhort time after, the witneſſes 

atteſt in the capital, and before thoſe 

very magiſtrates, 7hat. he who was 
crucified is riſen again. 


SENS 
MES. 
ped 


Theſe are the moſt eſſential facts: 
T compare them together, and ana- 
lyze them; and diſcover only two 

hypotheſes which can ſatisfactorily 
account for the firal event.. 

Fither the witneſſes have carried 
away the body, or the Meſſenger is 
really riſen again. I muſt decide 

between theſe two hypotheſes, for 1 
cannot diſcover a third. 


if In the firſt place, I confider the 
particular opinions, the prejudices, 
1 T the 
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the character of the Ae I ob- 
ſerve their conduct, their cireum- 
ſtances, the ſituation of their ſpirits 

and of their hearts, before and after 
the death of their Maſter. 


In the ſecond place, I examine the 
prejudices, character, conduct, and 
allegations of their adverſaries. 


The country of the witneſſes is 
ſufficient to point out their opinions 
and prejudices in the general. I 
know that their nation profeſſes to 
expect a temporal deliverer, and 
that he is the deareſt object of their 
wiſhes and hopes. The witneſſes, 


therefore, alſo expect this deliverer; | 


and I find in their writings, many 
circumſtances which confirm me in 
_ this opinion, and prove that they 
were 


| themſelves do not conceal. 
moment they miſtake the meaning 
of their Maſter's diſcourſes; and 
when he is ſeized, they fly. The 
moſt zealous amongſt them, thrice, 
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were perſuaded, that He whom they 
call their Maſter was to be this em- 
poral deliverer. In vain does this 


Maſter endeavour to ſpiritualize 
their ideas: they do notdiveſt them- 


ſelves of the national prejudice, by 


which they are ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed. 


We truſted that it had been he who 
apud have redeemed our nation. 


Theſe men, whole ideas riſe not 


above ſenfible things, have a ſim- 
plicity and timidity, which they 
Every 


and even with imprecations, denies 


that he ever knew him; and I ſee 
this ſhameful cowardice minutely 
deſcrib- 
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_ deſcribed in the n principal 2 
2 tions. f 


J cannot doubt for one moment, | 
but that they were thoroughly per- : 
ſuaded of the reality of the miracles Ml 
wrought by their Mater, for their 
ſenſes alone were ſufficient to aſcer- [| 
tain that a paralytic walks; that a 
man formerly blind, now ſees; that 
a dead man riſes again. Neither 
can I doubt, that they were attach- 
ed to this Maſter by a train of ideas, 
which they had formed to them 
ſelves reſpeCting the end of his iniſ- 
fon. The attachments of men have 
always a foundation; and the men 
of whom I ſpeak, muſt have hoped Þ 
for ſomething from him, to whoſe. 5 
fate they had linked their own. : 


| They 
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They hoped, then, at leaſt, that he 
would have redeemed: their nation 
from a foreign yoke: but that Maſ- 
ter, from whom they expected this 
great deliverance, is betrayed, de- 
livered up, abandoned, condemned, 
crucified and buried; and with him 
all their temporal hopes vaniſh.— 
He who had ſaved others, could not ſave 

himſelf - his enemies triumph, his 
friends are humbled, aſtoniſhed, and 
confounded. 
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In ſuch deſperate circumſtances, 

will the witneſſes conceive the ex. 

x travagant project of. carrying away 
: the body of their Maſter? Shall I 
DB eafily perſuade myſelf, that ſuch a 
project could have entered into the 
heads of people ſo fimple, ſo unpo- 
liſhed, ſo timid, ſo devoid of in- 
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trigue? What! will thoſe very men, 
who have but now abandoned their 
- Maſter in ſo cowardly a manner, 
form all at once the ſtrange reſolu- 
tion of carrying away his body, in 
oppoſition to the ſecular arm! Will 
they openly expoſe themſelves to 
the greateſt dangers! Will they 
brave a certain and cruel death! 
And with what views ? 
Either they are perſuaded that 
their Maſter wil] rife again, or they 
are not: if they are, it is evident, 
that they will reſign his body to the 
Divine Power ; if they are not, all 
their Zemporal hopes mult be annihi- 
lated. What then could they pro- 
poſe to themſelves by carrying away 
the body, by publiſhing that he had 
riſen again? But will men of this 
5 5 com. 
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complexion, ' men without credit, 


without fortune, without authority, 
ever hope to procure any belief to ſo 


mor ſtrous an impoſture ? 


The n perhaps was eaſily ef- 


fesded: but the ſepulchre is ſealed; 
guards furround it; and thoſe guards 


have been choſen, and placed there, 


by the very men who had the greateſt 
intereſt to prevent the impoſture. 
How well ſuited were ſuch precau- 
tions to drive from the minds of ti. 


mid fiſhermen every idea of carry- 
ing away the body! Will men, who 
have neither ſilver nor gold, under- 


take to corrupt thoſe guards? Will 
men, hated and deſpiſed by the go 


vernment, find any hardy enough to 


lend them afiftance : 2 Will they flat- 
; ter 
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ter themſelves, that their alſiſtants 


will not betray them ? 
| But am I certain, that the ſepul- 
chre was ſealed, and. that guards 
were placed upon it? I obſerve that 
this important, deciſive circumſtance, 
is to be found only in the depoſition 


of Matthew, and Iam a little aſto- 


niſhed at this. I carefully enquire, 


therefore, whether this eſſential cir- 


cumſtance of the narrative was con- 
tradicted by thoſe who were moſt 
directly concerned to do to, and I 
am ſatisfied it never has been con- 
tradicted. L muſt therefore admit, 


that the relation of the witneſs re. 


mains in full force; ; and that the 
mere ſilence of the other authors of 
the written 22 lion, cannot in the 

1 leaſt 


leaſt degree invalidate his teſtimo- . 


ny on this point. 


„ of a teſtimony ſo ex. 


preſs, how improbable is it in itſelf, 
rat magiſtrates, who have great rea- 
ſon to dread an impoſture, and who 
have in their hands the means to 


: prevent it, will negle& to make uſe 


1 of thoſe means! And if they have 
not made uſe of them, what reaſons 
can I aſſign for their conduct? 


It will appear ſtill more probable, 


chat thoſe magiſtrates have taken all 
the neceſſary precautions, if I have 


bproofs that they previouſly thought 


of the means of oppoſing the impoſ- 
ture. „ Sir! we remember that 


hat deceiver ſaid, While he 
bi & yet alive, After three days I 
- K riſe 


OF CHRISTIANITY. 79 


Tz 2 2 ey "IA D mr » 1 
6 e T B35 ER Do r En $5 4 
JJ ˙˙üAà coo og 1T——H̃— a = ” = N 


SM ls e e 
e 2 — 22 WB ae. * = 
5 n —— 2 e I 

o IE l 
* WOOL WES Me, wr 


—— Y Ls I  *- 
29 5 2 r 1 XJ i 4 — r EE SIT ob Nu EIS Yn 4 
Fr ry = D PPP. ya Fan art EI HE! 2 <1 W > 
r XX, = 8 7 * * LEN vs 7 Ve 1p > N 3 7 „ — 
5 ee Vs r — —— 


- MOIST OB Ep 5 bog 
r Poet EE ou» are 
2 3 — Wr i IS. 


a n : 
" &y —_ 
1 
CR GBs 


ded Y — < < 6 4b _— 
rn Woes SF IEG gs — 8 
rer py oe 


Cane DIE] 
S 
= Ba; 


— * "> —̃— —ü— r — 
ESE coo: ͤ——— ef 5 3 
rr e eee ä 3 
1 1 3 EE mes NE ISOs jo” * . * 
3 % 7 % FITS : — * 
— : 5 


Bs Y E TY 3 _—_ — 
I — hor 2M 0: am PEIRS IO, YE 


n 
—— 


wy ED 
Mt, 
1 
4942. a 
We h 4 
1 | 
a 
LY 


80 INTERESTING VIEWS 


« riſe again. Command, therefore, 
c that the ſepulchre be made ſure 
ce until the third day, left his dif. 
* ciples come by night, and ſteal 
« away the body, and ſay unto the 
“ people he is riſen from the dead. 
« So the laſt error will be worſe 
than the firſt,” 


If, therefore, the rulers of the peo- 

ple have taken the neceſſary precau- 
tions, have they not removed from 
themſelves every poſſibility of ſup- 
poſing that the body could be carried 
away? They have the confidence, 
however, to ſuppoſe it: they give 
large money to the ſoldiers, who at 
their inſtigation ſpread it among the 
people, That the diſciples came by night, 
and ſiole away the body, while they 
3 


\ 


I do 


A 
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I do not inſiſt upon the ſingular 
abſurdity of this report, ſuggeſted 
pp the guards. It is glaring : how 
could thoſe guards depoſe to what 
paſſed while they flept ? Beſides, is it 
very probable, that truſty guards, 
choſen expreſsly for the purpoſe of 
preventing the moſt dangerous im- 
= poſture, would allow themſelves to 
7 ſleep? 


TI ſhall here propoſe an argument, 
which firikes me very much: no- 
thing appears to me more evident, 
7 than that the magiſtrates could not 
be ignorant of the truth. If they 
are convinced, that the body is real- 
ly carried away, why do they not 
proſecute their guards? Why do 
they not publiſh this proſecution 2 
What could be more obvious, or 

1 better 
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better calculated to ſtop the progreſs 


of | the I and to confound 


the enen 1 


Theſe ain though ſo 


deeply intereſted to confound the 
impoſture, do not purſue a method 
ſo direct, ſo clear, and ſo judicial. 


They do not even ſecure the perſons 
of the impoſtors. They do not confront 
them with the guards. They puniſh 
neither the impoſtors nor the guards. 


They publiſh no legal proceeding. 
They do not ſatisfy the public. Net- 
ther do their deſcendants give more 


information, but confine. themſelves, 


as their fathers had done, to the 


ſimple affirmation of impoſture. 


But, what is more; when thoſe 
very magiſtrates, in a ſhort time 
after 


. ⅛ 5⁵L ¾ Röm Teen T. Coed oo 
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after, fürth before them two of 
the principal diſciples, upon occaſi- 
on of a cure which makes a noiſe, 
and when thoſe diſciples dare ac- 
cuſe them to their faces of a great 
crime, and atteſt in their preſence 
the reſurrection of him, whom they 
crucified ; what do the magiſtrates 
do? They ſatisfy themſelves with 
threatening the two di iſeiples, and for- 
1 bidding them 19 teach. Thoſe mena- 
: ces do not intimidate the wiineſſes,; 
they continue to proclaim | aloud in 
H the ſame place, and under the very 
| [; eye of the police, the reſurrection of 
0 the crucified Jeſus. They are again 
A ſummoned before the magiſtrates ; 
5 they appear, and with the ſame 
E boldneſs perſiſt in their depoſition : 
: Ihe God of our fathers raiſed. up him 
vhm, ye flew. —We are his witneſſes. 
What do the magiſtrates now eg 
beat 


* 
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beat the. witneſſes, repeat Heir # 11 
prohibition, and let them go. 


Here are circumſtantial facts; facts 
which have never been contradicted: 
facts conſtantly and unanimouſly at- 
teſted by wztneſjes, who, I muſt ac- 
knowledge, do poſſeſs all the quali- 
ties which conſtitute the beſt founda- 
tion for the credibility of teſtimony. . 
Shall I, to invalidate ſuch facts, ſay, by 
that the fear of the people prevented 
the magiſtrates from making enguz- 
ries, from judicially proſecuting and 
puniſhing the o7inefJes as impſlors, = 
from publiſhing authentic, gal pro- ; 
— ceedings, &c.? But if Jeſus Chriſt 3 
during his life-time, had done | 
thing to excite the admiration and 
veneration of the people: if he had : 
wrought no miracle: if the people = 
SE had 
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ut not ble ed God for having g ge n 


to men ſuch power : if the doctrine of 


Chriſt, and his manner of teaching, 
had not far excelled every thing they 
had heard from their own Doctors: 


if they had not been convinced that 


never man ſpake like him - why ſhould 


the magiſtrates have had any thing 


to fear from this people, by yudicially 
proſecuting an impoſtor's abject . diſ- 


ciples, who were themſelves alſo 
impoſtors? How ſhould the magiſ. 


trates have had any thing to fear 


from a people ſo ſtrongly, and for ſo 
long a time, prejudiced in their fa- 
vour, if they could have proved, by 
legal public proceedings, that the 


cure of the man born blind, the re- 


ſurrection of Lazarus, the cure of the 


lame man, the gift of tongues, &c. 


were only ſhew tricks? How eaſily 


I 


7 _ 


86 INTERESTING VIEWS 
might they have taken informations 
upon ſuch facts! How eaſily in par- 
ticular could they have proved moſt 
rigorouſly, that the witneſſes ſpoke 
only their mother tongue! What rea- 
{on had the magiſtrates to fear the a | 

 peopke, if they could have judicially . 
demonſtrated, that the diſciples had | 

carried away the body of their Maſ- 5 

ter? And was it more difficult to 
prove this than the reſt? 


Can I now have any doubt of the IK 
extreme improbability of the firſt 
hypotheſis, that the body was carried 
away? Can I reaſonably refuſe to ad- 
mit, that the ſecond hypothe/is has at 
leaſt a degree of probability equal to 
that of any fact whatſoever, in the 
hiſtory of the fame age, or of the F 

ages immediately following? 
, Shall 
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Shall I here delineate the fright- 
ful picture of the character of the 
principal adverſaries? Shall I draw 
this picture from their own hiſtorian 
Joſephus? Shall I ſet this character 
in oppoſition to that of the witneſſes? 
Vice to virtue; fury to moderation; 
hypocriſy to ſincerity; falſhood to 
truth? I ſhould forget that I am 
making only a freich, and not a 


treat! iſe. . 5 


The reſurrection of the Meſſenger 
is not an unconnected fact, but is the 
chief link of a chain of facts of the 
ſame ſort, and of a multitude of 
facts of every ſort, all of which 
would be abſolutely inexplicable, ,if 
E the firſt were ſuppoſed to be falſe ? 
If, in any matter whatever, an hy 
Polſie ſis be ſo much the more probabley 
= as 
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as it the more happily explains a 
greater number of facts, or a greater 

number of eſſential partzculars of a 
fact; ſhall I not in ſound argument 

be obliged to grant, that the firſt 23. 
pothefss explains nothing, and that 
the ſecond explains every thing moſt 
Wr and moſt N 
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Shall I add, that if the Meſſenger 
be not viſen, he has been a moſt ex- 
traordinary impoſtor ? for by the 
confeſſion of the witneſſes, he had 
predicted his own death and reſur- 
redtion,, and eſtabliſhed a memorial 
of both. If he is not riſen, there- 

fore, his diſciples muſt have thought 
that he had deceived them in this 
moſt important point ; and if they 
thought ſo, how could they have 
founded upon a reſurrection, which 

| did 


. 
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did not take place, ſuch exalted: 
hopes of future happineſs? In his 
name, how could they have an. 
nounced to the human race this fu- 
ture happineſs? How could they. 
have expoſed themſelves, for ſo long 
a period, to ſo many contradictions, 
to ſuch cruel trials, to death itſelf, 
in ſupport of a doctrine, which en- 
tirely reſted on a fai/e fact, and the 
= falſity of which was ſo manifeſtly 
E\ known to them? How could men, 
. e made ſo public, ſo conſtant, and 


the moſt delicate and noble love to- 


tural as to deceive many thouſands 
of their fellow-men, and precipitate 
them along with themſelves into an 
abyſs of miſery? How could extra- 
; ordinary impoſtors have hoped to be 


apparently ſo ſincere a profeſſion of 


wards mankind, have been ſo unna- 
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rewarded, in another life, for the 
ſufferings they endured in this? 
How could ſuch impoſtors teach men 
the moſt pure, the moſt ſubl; ime 
doctrine, and that beſt ſuited to the 
wants of univerſal ſociety But 
I have already inſiſted long enough 
upon theſe monſtrous contradictions 
to common ſenſe: here they preſent 
themſelves in ſo great numbers, and 
are ſo ſtriking, that I need only re- 

flect upon them a few moments, to- 
of ſenſible on which fide the great- 

t provat! e lies. 


3 «22 


Shall I object, that the reſurrection 
of the Meſſenger was not ſufficiently 
public, and that he ought to have 
ew himſelf in the capital, after 
his reſurrection, and eſpecially to 
his _ I ſhall at firſt fight per- 


* eive, 


W CCW 77 WA PEE . e 
a * ; % 0D... hl Z ot Coo i ot 
# N 4 . n 3 NY n 4 N Ber A K RX 5 x Gs oh * n n : n 5 r 
Y - f * 9 ä C JJ; ˙ A ¶ . tf rs EIN SU F 8 * JJ ð/ V Leap Vo 2 Re Des „ 3 We 
3 2 7 Ks N 8 F/. ⅛̃ ͤ—¹uUut1tii..]ð ] / ² . ̃ß—7˙.]. ͤ‚ . e 38 3 9 3 CO 22S Nt JE 2 e r uo AI NE WA I OTE IO 10 9 n 8 - 
„ nas Boe prone hy ee ddr of SHE on dE ns 4% Mag”; 2 "Fs %%% TOLL bt 5 Sat Es Co Rt 3g ED EE ee EY .. ß ph > : — 
* : N 8 Wn” 8 8 *. N Eo IVE Pte ERIE Oe $2 FSI NS ZZ ME Tn OR . N wo a EE I uk £36 ee A ASE) CC 4 e 4% * 
., ꝶꝙꝗqgęs , ß, ß ß ̃ĩͤ ß ĩͤ I F F IE ods f _ . * 
1 8 7 he ria 7D OE POT WMP TEN on, TN IT TEE c e * . 8 * - 2 a 
15 5 * * N s OBA ITS 8 * A N * . Fe N _ F 0 __ N ' 


OF CHRISTIANITY. 91 


ceive, that the queſtion does not at 
all reſpe& the knowledge of what 
God could have done, but of that 
ſolely which he has done. God 
would ſpeak to man as an intelligeit 
and moral being; he would not force. 
him to believe, and thus leave his 
underſtanding unexerciſed. I have, 
therefore, only to ſatisfy myſelf, 
that the reſurrection of the Meſſen- 
ger was accompanied with circum- 
ſtances ſufficiently deciſive, and was 
preceded and followed by fadts ſuf- 
ficiently ſtriking to convince a rati- 
nal man, of the extraordinary miſe 
fon of the Meſſenger. Now when 
I examine all the circumſtances and 
fats; when I'weigh them in the 
balance of reaſon, I cannot deny 
that God has done all that was /uf- 
| ficient to give a * man that 
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moral certainty, reſpecting his future 
exiſtence, which he wanted, which 
he delired with ſo much ardour, and 
which was fo well ſuited to his pre- 

ent. condition. 


3 trowiedpe, likewiſe, that my 
objection to the defect of notoriety in 
the reſurrection of the Meſſenger, 
would involve in it a great abſurdi. 
ty; becauſe, when F inveſtigate this 
objection, I ſhall very quickly per- 
ceive, that every individual of the 
human race might alſo require that 
the Mefſenger thouid appear to 
tim, &c. 


F . not ſay, this or that is wiſe, 
therefore God has done, or ought to 
have done it; but I ovght to ſay, 
God has done it, therefore it is wiſe. 
( "RIDES 
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toned to my limited fa- 


The onl 


tlelf? 


culties, is, to ſtudy the ways of 


Adorable Wiſdom, and to be ſenſible 


t, to pronounce upon the ways. 
of the value of his kindneſs, 
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4 


SECTION. VI. 


APPARENT CONTRARIETIES IN. 


THE DEPOSITION. 


Ar: firſt fight, all the parts of the 
depoſition appeared to me very har. 
monious, or convergent. Neverthe- 
leſs, I diſcover in them many vari- 
eties, both in the form, and matter, 
In theſe I perceive, at leaſt apparent 
contrarieties. I ſee difficulties reſpect- 


ing certain points of genealogy, cer- 


tain places? certain perſons, &c. and 
I do not immediately find the ſolu- 
tion of theſe difficulties. 


As 
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As I have no ſecret intereſt to be- 
lieve thoſe difficulties 27/olvadle, Ido 
not begin by imagining they are fo. 
I have ſtudied the logic of the heart 
and of the head ; nic am not entire- 
ly ignorant of criticiſm. I collect 
the parallel paſſages: I compare 
them together: I examine them mi- 
nutely, and borrow the aid of 
the beſt interpreters. I ſee, that 
the difficulties very quickly dimi- 
niſh, that the light every moment 
creaſes, expands by degrees, re- 
fects from every fide, and illumi- 
nates the moſt obſcure parts of the 
object. | 


3 * es (bb go 
r 


= 


N. 

: 2 E 

; 1 : 2 
e 
: * by. 
2: 4-8 
£47 «28 

*. * 
- 5 BY 
89 

: ba 

o 4 
44 * 
n "+a 

vt f 

12 75 E. 

23 4; 

70 : "© 
4 a. 
1 += 

. A? 4 

4 L 

430 os 
n . 

T8 
"8-7 4 

. 1 

; \ 

OS 1 

49 34 

: $1 

"9G 2 

4 ial 

I 1 

4 

: $ 
4 * 

1 1 

1 1 

} 0 
3 % 

„ 
$ r 
E $a 
25 5 

1 x * 

78 "34 
re BY 9 
a bs i 
Z 1 

* » 
* 4 z 

5 1 vi 
4 2 
5 

8 "i 

$29 .: 738 
= OR . 
5 
3 

. i 

1 

1 
27 

1 "+ 
#7 {7 8 = 
17 
255 
q 4, 

: ky 

e 

i T4 
af: ; 

$3.05, + 

2 1 
n * 
9" Bd 
- or 

? 0 

42 55 
1 1 
. 1 <4 
L237 FA 
Ned WM 
| = & RY * 

8 4 
1 . 

"L 7 Y 

„ of 

"Th 

ANY bs 
L « 

4 0 * 
1 17 
1 

oy" 6 ” 
4 wy 
"8.2245 -F 
1,9 4 
3 $3544 37 1 
„ by 
e 
e 

- 

N 4 
„ 
n 0 
4 7 7 
ö 2 5 

23430 
7 374 - 
HER 23 
PL FR 9.7 
3; 3% 

SEES - 

AZ 1 7 4 
3 #3 
1 83 1 

=o 7 

4 * . 
AY | 
1 
1 
5 : 
1 
n 
. 

4 LS 

21 
1 - 

2 %, 

248 
5 
fees + 

3 3 
l 5 ＋ 
. 
ICE 
24 l wo: 
x” - Fig 
3 $ 

TSS 
a * — 
 £& Bas 
BE... p 
: 2 

4 2 

- *X 
9 

""#%% 3 

7 - 6 
Hf F 5 
4 4 * 

« rl IN q 
* 
1 FRE 

. 

1 

3 
2 , % 

2 
1 

1 \ 
Kn 

YE: 

FILE 
. 

1 
1 
18 

1 1 
12 S> 

7 = 
1 

a 4 *. } 

4 1 7 

1 8 

4 25 4 \ 

1 F 
Ve . 
* "> 
1 
1 
in 
n 
9 
e 
» 1 0 
5 [4 4 wh 
3 "Tz 
4545 oy 

1 * A 

Fa N 

- F 
4 F % - 

* 
£728 . 

. * 
8 * 

N 1 
i p 5 * 
0 1 
A. } 
4 FSI « 

Ka; 4 


It, notwithſtanding, there ſhould 
he corners which the light has not 
brightened to my wiſh; if there re- 
main ſhades which I cannot diſpel, 
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it does not therefore come into my 


head, and far. leſs into my heart,. 


to draw conſequences againſt the 


awhole of the depoſition: becauſe thoſe 


thin ſhades do not overpower the 


light, which the prominent parts of 


the picture ſo. ſtrongly reflect. 


1 am, indeed, at liberty to doubt ; 
the philoſophical doubt is the very 


road to truth: but I am not at liber- 


ty to fail in honeſty, becauſe true 


philoſophy is abſolutely incompati-. 


ble with diſhoneſty, and becauſe the 
philoſophy of the heart is. ſuperior 
to that of the head. If, in the cri- 
tical examination of any author 


- whatſoever, Iam always to conduct 
myſelf by the moſt ſure and com- 


mon rules of interpretation; if one 


of. 
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of thoſe rules directs me to form my 
judgment upon the whole of the cir- 
cumſtances; if another teaches me, 

that flight difficulties can never in- 
validate that whole, when in other 
reſpects it bears. the moſt eſſential 
characters of truth, or at leaſt of Hro- 
bability : why ſhould. I refuſe to ap 
ply thoſe rules to the examination 
of the preſent depo/ition, and why 
ſhould not I Judge of this depoſi 7tion 
by its. n * 


Do not thoſe apparent conirarieties, 
thoſe oppoſitions as to certain names, 
thoſe difficulties of various kinds, 
indicate moſt clearly, that the au- 
thors of the different parts of the de- 
fo/ition have not copied from one 
another, and that each of them has 

re- 
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related what he knew gem the 2 


timony of his own ſenſes, OF had 
| heard from * itne es 2 


1 


* the different parts of the * 
ſition had borne a great reſemblance 
to one another, not in the form only, 
but in the matter, ſhould I not have 
had cauſe to ſuſpect, that they had 
all come from the ſame hand, or 
that they had been tranſcribed from 
each other? and would not this /#/- 
picion, which is both juſt and na- 
tural, have greatly weakened the 
validity of the depo/ition ? 


Am I not much better ſatisſied, 
when I ſee one of thoſe authors thus 
begin his narration ! c Foraſmuch 
ag many have taken in hand to ſet 
5 « forth 
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4 forth in order a declaration of 
« thoſe things which are moſt ſurely / 
« believed among us ; even as they 

« delivered them to us, who from 
« the beginning were eye-witneſſes 

« and miniſters of the word: it 

< ſeemed good to me alſo, having 
« had perfect underſtanding of all 

« things from the very firſt, to write 

<« unto thee, in order that thou 
© mighteft know the certainty of 

< thoſe things wherein thou haſt 
« been inſtructed. Do I not feel 

my ſatisfaction increaſe, when I read 

in the principal compoſition of one 

of the firſt witneſſes, « He that ſaw, 
« hare record, and his record is true; 
« and he knoweth that he faith true, 

« that ye might believe?“ Or when 

J read in another compoſition of the 

tame witneſs, That which we have 
« heard 
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c heard, which we have ſeen with 
& our eyes. which we have looked 


ee upon, and our hands have handled 


cc of the word of life, declare we un- 
&« to you.” 
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By the authenticity of any part of 


the depoſition, I mean, 


gree 


that de 


of 
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of certainly which convinces me, that 
that par? was indeed written by the 
author whole name it bears. 


The truth of the depoſition will be 


its conformity with the facts. 


From this diſtinction, therefore, 
I underſtand, that hj/torical truth 


does not depend upon the authentici'y 


of the hiſtory : for I eaſily conceive, 
that a book may be very conformable 


to fads, and yet bear a fictitious name, 


or no name at all. 


But if I am certain of the authenti- 
cy of the hiſtory, and if I know the 
hiſtorian to he a man of veracity, 


the authenticity of the hiſtory will 
perſuade me of its truth, or render 
it at leaſt very probable. 

The 


dans [TY 1 


— 6 a. AA 
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The book which I am examining 
did not fall from heaven: like all 
* other books, it was written by men. 
I can judge, therefore, of the authen + 
licity of this book, in the ſame man- 
ner as I do of the authenticity of all 
other books. 


How do I know that the hiſtories 
of Thucydides, of Polybius, of Taci- 
tus, &c. are indeed the productions of 
thoſe authors, whole names they bear? 
Tradition informs me of this. Iaſcend 
from century to century ; I conſult 
the monuments of different ages : I 
compare them with the hiſtories 
_ themſelves; and the general reſult 
of my enquiries is, that thoſe hi/te- 
ries have been conſtantly aſcribed to 
| the authors whoſe names they bear 
| at this day. 

I can- 
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F cannot reaſonably ſuſpect the 
fidelity of this tradition: it is too 
ancient, too conſtant, too uniform, 
and has never been confuted. 


| T purſue, therefore, the ſame me- 


thod in my enquiries into the au- 
MNenlicity of the depoſilion in queſtion, 
and arrive at the ſame general and 


eſſential reſult. 


But becauſe the hiſtory of Pelo- 


ponneſus was much leſs intereſting 


to the Greeks, than the hiſtory of 


the Meſſenger was to his firſt fol- 


-Jowers, I cannot doubt, but that 
theſe have beſtowed much more at- 
tention in aſcertaming the authent;- 
city of this hiſtory, than the Greeks 


did, in aſcertaining the authenticity 


of that of Thucydides. 
5 Would 


n N % puns 
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Would a ſeciety, ſtrongly perſuaded 


that the book of which I am ſpeak- 


ing, contained the afſurances of an 
eternal happineſs ; would an affſict- 
ed, deſpiſed, perſecuted fociety, which 


1 inceflantly drew from this book 
thoſe conſolations and ſupports 
which its trials rendered ſo neceſ- 


ſary; would this /ociety, J ſay, allow 


; itſelf to be impoſed upon, as to the 


authenticity of a depoſition which 


became every day more precious? 


Could a ſociety, among which the 
| very authors of the depo/ition had 
| lived ; which they themſelves had 
governed for ſeveral years, be deſ- 
titute of eaus to aſcertain the au- 
thenticily of the writings of thoſe 
authors? Would it be perfectly in- 
different about employing thoſe 
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means 2 Was it more difficult for 
this ſociety to obtain conviction of 

the authenticity of its writings, than 
it is for any ſociety whatever to aſ- | 
certain the authenticity of a writing, y 
aſcribed to aperſon very well known . | 
to it, or who hears its name ? [ 4 


Could the particular and nume. F 7 
rous ſocieties to which the f wit. MM 
neſſes addreſſed various writings, We E, 
miſtaken as to the authenticity of ſuch 1 7 
writings? Could they in the leaſt g f 
degree doubt whether thoſe a0, 1 
ſes had written to them; whether 

they had anſwered different que!- WM 
tions which they had propoſed to 
them ; whether thoſe witne/es had * 
ſojourned amongſt them? . 1 


* 4 | 1 
8 | ap- 
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T approach as nearly as poſlible to 
the firſt age of that great /oczety 
founded by the witneſſes - I conſult 
the moſt ancient monuments,” and 


difcover, that almoſt at the birth of 


this ſociety, its members diſagreed 


about certain points of doctrine. I 


enquire into what paſſed at that time, 
among the parties at variance ; and 
J ſee that thoſe, whom they call 
heretics, made their appeal, as well 


as the others, to the depo/iizon of the 


firſt witneſſes, and acknowled ged its 
authenticity. 


1 diſcover, likewiſe, that the ad- 
verſaries of all thoſe parties, ad- 
verſaries of learning and penetra- 


tion, and who were removed but at 


* Celſus, Porphyry, Julian, &c. 
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A ſmall diſtance from this firſt age, 


did not diſpute the authenticity of 


the principal par ts of the depoſition. 


1 find this depoſition frequently 


quoted by writers f of great weight, 
who bordered upon this firſt age, 
and profeſſed to acknowledge its a. 


thenticity, as well as the validity of 


the 7e/timony given, by the firſt wit- 
neſſes, to the miraculous facts. I com- 


pare thoſe guotations with the depoſi. 


tion in my hand, and I cannot pre- 
tend to deny their conformity. 


Proſecuting my enquiries, I diſ- 
cover, that a ſhort time after the 


birth of this ſociety, a great num- 


ber of falſe depr/itions were publiſh- 


+ The apoſtolical fathers, and their immedi- 
diate ſucceſſors. 
ed 


my 
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ed, ſome of which were quoted by 
the moſt reſpectable Doctors of the 
ſociety, as being true. From this I 
am at firſt led to infer, that it was 


not ſo difficult as I thought, to im- 
poſe upon this ſociety, and even 


upon its principal conductors. This 


excites my attention and diſtruſt, 


and 1 eloſely inveſtigate this . 


cate __ 


If a writing may be rue, without 


1 being autaentzc, the falſe depoſitions in 
| queſtion might be 7rue, although 


they had not been gathenlic. Thoſe 


contemporary Doctors, who quoted 


them, apparently knew whether they 
were conformable to the efcaital 


facts, and I am myſelf acquainted 


with valid proofs that they were ſo. 
They were, therefore, mnautiontic 1 750 
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FOINMANCES. 


= ſee, beſides, that thoſe Doctors 
rarely quoted the mauthentic hiſtor ies, 


thentic. I even diſcover, that ſome 
of thoſe authentic hiſtories were no- 
thing but the authentic hiſtory ei- 
ther modified, or here and there in- 


terpolated. 


the great number of thoſe inauihien- 
tic hiſtories, which were at that time 
publiſhed throughout the world; 1 


lous diſciples of the principal wit- 


_ Forzes, rather than 7alſe hiſtories, or 


while they frequently guoted the au- 


I ought not to be aſtoniſhed at 


_ ought rather to be aſtoniſhed that 
there were not more of them. For 
I can eaſily conceive, that the zea- 


neſſes, would moſt naturally com- 
e e 
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mit to writing what they had heard 
from their maſters, and give their 


5 
e 
NE ons 


| : narratives a title reſembling that of 
J the authentic parts. Such hiſtories 
might be very conformable to the 
; eſſential facts „ Hnce the authors re- 
| ceived them immediately from the 
| mouths of the fir/? witneſſes, or at 
leaſt of their firſt diſciples. 
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I find that the Heretics had alſo 
| their hiſtories, differing more or 8 
| from the authentic ht {tory hut it is 
no difficult matter for me to aſcer- 
tain, that thoſe hiſtories, though 
forged with a malicious intention, 
contained the greater part of the % 
| fential facts, which had been atteſted 
by the principal wilnef}rs. Thoſe he- 
retics appear to have been ſtrongly 
exaſperated againſt the oppoſite par- 
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ty, and ſince they have inſerted in 
their 1//tories the ſame efJential facts, 
which that party profeſſed to believe, 
I cannot but confider ſuch confor- 


mity between parties ſo very oppc- 
ſite, as the ſtrongeſt preſumption in 
favour of the authenticity and truth 


of the depoſition under review, 


I obſerve, likewiſe, that the ſo- 
eiety, which was the faithful depo- 
fitary of the doctrine and writings 


of the witneſſes, did not fail to join 
its Doctors in „declaiming againſt the 
heretics and "their writings, and in 


conſtantly appealing to the authen- 


tic writings, as to the ſupreme and 
common judge of all controverſy. 


And the hiſtory of this ſociety in- 


forms me, that it was particularly 
careful 'to read its writings every 
| week 


3j 
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week in its aſſemblies, and that they 
were preciſely the ſame which. are 
at this day exhibited as the authen- 
lic depoſition of the cu. 


I cannot reaſonab y Sap theres 
fore, that this ſochety would allow 
itſelf to be eaſily deceived with re- 
ſpect to the authenticity of the nume- 

rous writings, publiſhed in its own 
; | boſom. If there remained any rea- 
| fonahle doubt upon this eſſential 
| point, it would be diſpelled by one 
remarkable fact, namely, that this 
ſociety was ſo far from inconſiderate- 
ly admitting writings as authentic 
which were not ſo, that tor a long 
time it actually ſuipected the aruther- 
ticity of different writings, which, 
after continued and mature exami- 
nation, were acknowledged to have 

3 = pro- 
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proceeded from the hand of the wit- 
neſſes. 


This fact is ſupported by another 
ſtill more remarkable: in the hiſto- 
ry of that period, I read, that the 
members of this ſociety expoſed 
_ themſelves to the greateſt tortures, 
rather than deliver up to their per- 
| ſecutors, thoſe books which they re. 
garded as authentic and ſacred, and 
which thoſe violent perſecutors deſ- 
tined to the flames. Shall I pre- 
ſume, that the moſt zealous parti- 
fans of Grecian el glary would have 
| ſacrificed themſelves to preſerve | 


the writings of a Thuey dides, or of | 
a Polybins?—_ OE 


If, afterwards, I pes eye upon 7 
the belt acc cores of t the manrferi pts of 
| ; 3 the 
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the depo/ztion, I ſhall find, that the 
principal parts of this ' depoſition 
bear, inthoſe manuſcripts, the names 
of the ſame authors, to whom this 
ſociety had always aſcribed them. 
This proof will appear ſo much the 
more convincing, the more probable 
it is, that ſome of thoſe manuſcripts 
lay claim to very high antiquity. 


I have, therefore, in favour of the 
authenticity of this depoſition, the 
moſt ancient, moſt conſtant, and 
moſt uniform teſtimony of the ſo- 
ciety with which it was depoſited; 
and I have alſo the 7e/timomy of the 
molt ancient herelics, that of the 
molt ancient ad: verſarles, land the Au- 
thority of the moi original manu- 


eri pis. 
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How ſhould I riſe up at this day 
againſt fo many united teſtimonies, | 
and thoſe of ſo great weight? Am I 
more advantageouſly placed than the 
firſt Herelics, or firſt adxerſaries, to 
contradict the inyariable and unani- 
mous ?e/!imomy of the primitive ſocie- 
1 2 Do I know any book of the 
ſame period, the authenticity of which 
is eſtabliſned upon proofs ſo ſolid, 
ſo ſingular, ſo ſtriking, and of {o 
many different kinds? 
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ES 


SECTION IX. 


HAS THE WRITTEN DEPOSITION 


| BEEN ALTERED, OR FABRICAT- 
g ED IN ITS ESSENTIAL PARTS? 


Is HALL not infiſt much with 
myſelf upon the pgibility of certain 
alterations of the authentic text: I 
ſhall not ſay, that this text could 
have been corrupted. I lee at once 
how extremely improbable it is, that 
it could have been ſo, during the 
lives of the authors - their oppolition 
and authority would have very ſoon 
confounded the corruplers. 


It would appear to me equally 
improbable, that ſuch corruptions 


T2 Could 
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could have been executed with any 
ſucceſs, immediately after the death 
of the authors: their inſtructions 
and writings were too recent, and 
too well known. 


The e appear 
to me to increaſe infmitely in the 
ages following; for it would evi- 
dently increaſe, in direct propor- 


tion to the prodigious number of 


copies, and that multitude of deri Zons 
cf the authontic text, which were in- 


ceſſantly made, and ſpeedily con- 
veyed to all parts of the known 


world. How could ſo many copies, 
and ſo many ver ie ms, be corrupled 


all at once! Nay, how could the 
very thought of doing fo, enter into 


the head of any man? 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, I know that the hiſtory 


of that time ſufficiently proves, that 


the firſt heretics did not begin to 
write till after the death of the firft 
witneſſes. If thoſe heretics, in order 
to favour their own particular opi - 


nions, had undertaken to corrupt the 


writings of the witneſſes, or thoſe 


of their more illuſtrious diſciples, 


would not the numerous and vigi- 
lant ſociety, the guardian of thoſe 
writings, have immediately oppoſed 
them ? And if this ſociety, in order 


|, to refute the heretics with greater 
| ſucceſs, had itſelf dared to corrupt 


the authentic text, would thoſe he- 
retics, Who alſo appealed to this 


text, have been filent upon ſuch 


impoſtures? 


All 
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All this will apply to the fabrica- 
lions. It ſeems equally improbable, 
that /abricated writings could at any 
time be aſcribed to the witneſſes, as 
it does, that their own writings 
could be corru opted. 


When I confider the matter more 
cloſely, I can eaſily perceive, that 
the continual and multiplied dzv- 
ions of the ſociety, founded by the 
wiineſſes, muſt naturally have pre- 
ſerved the authentic text in its 25 
mitive integrity. 


If thoſe diviſions aſterwards broke 
out into open and bloody wars; if 
the parties at war always appealed to 
the authentic text, as to the abſolute 
arbitrator of their quarrels; if at 
length a new method be diſcovered 
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tings of the witneſſes, 


{ are indeed the ſame which have al- 


genuine wri 


% 


OF CHRISTIANITY. 
10n to admit, that the cred 


bility of the written depoſition has loſt 


1gat 


not be under the moſt reaſonable 
and that thoſe writings, which are 


nothing through the lapſe of time; 
at this day preſented to me as the 


of multiplying to infinity the copies 
leſs diſpatch than accuracy; ſhall I 


of the authentic text, and with no 


ways been aſcribed to them ? 


obl 
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SECTION X.. 


VARIATIONS | IN THE DEPOSI- 
| TIONS, | 


T HE printed depoſition, which I 
have in my hand, repreſents, there. 
fore, the beſt manuſcripis of this de 
poſition, which have come down to 


my time; and theſe manuſcripts e- 
preſent the moſt ancient and moſt 


original manuſcripts, of which they 
are Copies. .- 


But how many alterations of dif- 


ferent kinds might not thoſe manu- 


ſcripts have undergone, . from the 


injuries of time, the revolutions of 
Kates and of ſocieties, from the ne- 
gligence, 
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gligence, inattention, and ignorance 
of tranſcribers! And how many 
other ſources_of alleralion may be 
diſcovered ! I muſt not diſſemble: 
can I at this day flatter myſelf, that 
the authentic depoſition of the wrineſ- 
ſes has come down to me in its ori- 
ginal purity, through the ſpace of 
ſeventeen centuries, and after having 
paſſed through fo many millions of 
hands, for the moſt part, weak and 
ignorant? 


Having examined this important 
point of criticiſm, I am ſtruck with 
the prodigious number of variations. 
I ſee an able critic * has enume- 
rated more than h thouſand ; and 
yet this critic flatters himſelf, that 
ne has publiſhed the beſt copy of the 
de 2 ion of the witneſſes, and de- 


clares 


Dr. Mill. 
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clares, that in executing the work, 
he accurately collated more than 
ninety manu geripts, collected from all 
828 


I can hardly overcome my alto. 


niſhment ; but ſuch a ſtate is not 
favourable for reflection: I muſt 
put no confidence in thoſe firſt -im- 
preſſions, but enquire more atten- 
tively and coolly, into the ſources 
of this prodigious number of vᷣaria- 
trons. 


Here reflections crowd upon my 


mind; I ſhall attend to the moſt 
eſſential. It is true, I know not any 


ancient book, which preſents, near ſo 


great a number of various readings, 
as that now under examination. 
Ought this, however, to ſarprize 


e 


. 
% a oeSonnd wo. 


— & 
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me much? Was there ever any 
hook ſo much read, ſo often copied, 


. 2 
F r 


tranſlated, and commented upon, in 


ſo many places, and by ſo many 
readers, tranſcribers, tranſlators, and 
interpreters, as this book ? It would 
exhauſt the application of the moſt 
laborious ſtudent to read and collate 
the numerous verſions, which have 
been made of this book, into dif- 
ferent languages, and from the ear- 
lieft days of its publication. I have 
already aſked, would not a book 
which contains the pledges of eternal 
happineſs, appear to be the moſt im- 
portant of all books, to that great 
fociety, to which it had been entruſt- 
ed, which acknowledged its authen- 
ticity and truth, and which has tranſ.. 
mitted this precious depolit from 
age to age? 9 
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I am not, therefore, ſo much aſto- 


niſhed, as I was, at thoſe 7hirty 
thouſand variations. Tt naturally hap- 
pens, that as the copies of a book 


multiply, the variations iri that book | 
will be more numerous. And my 


aſtoniſhment is entirely diſpelled, 


when turning again to the learned 


critic, I underſtand from himſelf, 
that the thirty thouſand variations 
were collected, not from the copies 
of the original text only, but alſo 
from thoſe of all the wer ſons, Bec. 


| 


I run over thoſe variations, and 
my own eyes convince me, that they 
do not affect any thing eſſential, nei- 


ther the foundation nor totality of the 


depoſition. Here I find one word 
ſubſtituted for another : there one 


or more words tranſpoſed or omit- 
| TS 
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ted: in another place, ſome more 
remarkable words, which appear to 
have paſſed from the margin into 
the /ext, and which I do not [oben 
in the moſt original manuſcripts. 


If, notwithſtanding the great num- 
ber of variations in the writings of 
Cicero, Horace, or Virgil, the moſt 
ſevere critics think they are in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the authentic text of thoſe 
authors; why ſhould not I believe, 
that I alſo am in poſſeſſion of the 
authentic text of the depoſition 2 If 
the variations of this depoſition were 
a ſufficient reaſon for my rejection 
of it, muſt I not in like manner re- 
ject all the books of antiquity ? IfTI 
reaſon juſtly on this ſubject, I muſt 
— to the rules of ſound criti- 

iſin, and not pr tend to judge of 
the 
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the book in queſtion, otherwiſe than 
q do of every other book. 


But ought not a book deſigned by 


Divine Wiſdom to enlighten human 
reaſon, and to give mankind the 


moſt poſitive aſſurances of a future 


ſtate of happineſs, to have been pre- 


ſerved by that Wiſdom from every 


fpecies of a/teration ? And if it had 
been ſo preſerved, would not this 


have been the moſt demonſtrative 
proof, that God himſelf had ſpoken 
by his Meflenger. : 
I liften to the objections without 
nerve truth is the object I purſue; 


ter it alone are my enquiries di- 


rected: I am always afraid of tak- 
ing the ſhadow for the ſubſtance. 
What then would I delire at this 

day? 


OF CHRISTIANITY. 129 


day? That PROVIDENCE had mira- 
culoufly interpoſed to preſerve from 


every alteration this precious book, 


which appears to have been aban- 


doned, like all other books, to the 
dangerous influence of ſecond cauſes. 


Have 1 EDM CY inveſtigated 
what I would deſire ? I pcrceive, in 
general, the need of an extraord'- 
nary interference, to preſerve the 


depoſition in its native purity. I 
would defire, cherefoxe, that GOd 
ſhould have inſpired, or in an extras. 


ordinary. manner directed, all the 
tranſcribers, all the tranſlators, and 
all the bookſellers of every age and 
of every place; or that he had pre- 
vented the wars, the conf agrations, 
ihe inundations, and in general all 
the revolutions, which have defirov- 
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ed the original wrilings of the vit. 


neſſes. 


But would not this extraordinary 
interference have been a perpetual 


miracle, and would a perpetual mi- 


racle have been really a miracle ? 
Would ſuch an intervention have 
been reconcileable to the o conomy 
of Wiſdom ? If natural means could 


have ſufficed to preſerve in its pri- 


mitive integrity the whole of this 
precious depoſition, would it be phi- 
loſophical in me, to require a per- 


petual miracle, in order to prevent 


ſome words from having been ſubſti- 
tuted tranſpoſed, or omitted? As well 


might I demand 4 Perpetual miracle, 


to prevent each individual from 
erring in matters of belief, &c. 


I bluſh 


— 3 — 265 


- l Moe ed od \ p paws 
= 4 3 24 8 . v4 4 * * w 7 3 * 1 = 1 
: \ EEE * N . - . 4 
—_— = — * X "EO r 3 * 2. 77 * * * p * r 
3 2 8 Oo — * — N - — ng 1 G . Ac — 
— . +- - » 2 > a L * —— , E r 4 * 2 N * * = . l 25 — 
2 7 1s bo Ka rn - RL EI 8 - — 22 EST be 8 
a . 3 == ey ; IN 5 _* O 4 R 
» _ - I . « 12 7 


5 — 
— n 


* EEE — CR 2 * paw nr er 2 ONT. 
2 


: : — FIRES — 
ä _ _ * > — * Ae ee 
— — — — — — PAs „N 3 222 CE os So Rd — N r — Ss Es 2 =— 2 1 2 — Re 
— - - = — — _—_— — — —— —— — —— — Bo) eme toe mnt _ - 
9 —— —.— — <<: nn tr — — — = | | 
— =. = — — beeshe AER ee r of "> 8 Ks —— — 2 - — 
Ces 7. * * > bes 
72 — — — IMS — ————— * - a —— pag 2 
—.— —— L 
ES : 2 Kor — = ROS UE Mao #5, a 
UL IE EP ERETN RT eo er ES ea en . 
LR * - » 1 An HK 


1 


ici- 


ty of an honeſt heart, ſincerely en- 
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ions, an 
O 
S E 


confeſs that my deſire was abſurd. 


What excuſes it 


* 


ject 


b 


it, in the imp] 


in my own eyes, is, 


my 0 
red 


that I conceive 


% 


I bluſh for 
fter truth, and had n 
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quiring a 
firſt perceived it. 
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8 E C TION Kl. 


TRUTH OF THE WRITTEN ,DEPO- 
SITION... 


I F I am ſufficiently convinced of 
the authenticity of this depoſition, 


which is the grand object of my en- 
quiries; if I am morally certain, 


that it has been neither 'fab-icates, 
nor eſſentially altered, can I reaſon- 
ably doubt of its ?ruth £ I have al- 
ready ſaid, that the fruit of a hiſ- 
0 is its conformity with the fads. 
If I am fatisfied, that the miracu- 


lous facts contained in the depolition 


are of ſuch a nature, that they could 


have been neither fabricated, nor ad- 


mitted to. be 7rue, had they been 
. falſe; 


N 
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falſe; if it likewiſe appeared, that the 
witneſſes, who publicly and unani- 
mouſly atteſted thoſe facts, could 


neither decezve or be deceived as to 


ſach facts; can I reject their depoſi- 


tion without counteracting, not 


merely all the rules of ſound logic, 
but the moſt commonly received 


maxims of human conduct ? 
_ Rh 


Here A very ſtriking reflection 


ſuggeſts itſelf to my mind: though 


it were poſſible I might conceive 
ſome reaſonable doubt reſpecting 
the authenticity of the hiſtorical writs 
ings of the wiineſſes, and might found 


thoſe doubts upon this circum- 
ſtance, that thoſe writings were 


not addreſſed to any particular ſoci- 
ety, ſpecially charged to preſerve 
them; yet I could not reaſonably 
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form the ſmalleſt doubt reſpecting 
thoſe cles, addreſſed by the witneſſes 
to particular and numerous ſocieties, 
which they themſelves had founded 
and governed. How much were 
| thoſe ſocieties intereſted in the care. 
ful preſervation of thoſe epiſtles of 


their own founders! I, therefore, ; 
read thoſe epiſtles with all the at- i 
tention in my power, and I ſee that c 
they every where ſuppoſe the mira- \ 
culous facts, contained in the k7/tori- 1 


cal writings, and frequently refer to 
them as the immoveable batis of be- 
lief, and of doctrine. . N 


8 E C- 
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'S'L.C.F.1 0: N 


PROPRECY. 


| Is the Lawgiver of nature had, 41 


ſundry times, and in divers manners, 


announced the 27:57 of the Meſſen- 

ger, long before the event; this 

would undoubtedly be a firiking 
proof of the 77:74 of that miſſion. 


This proof would be ſtill more 
ſtriking, if by a particular diſpenſa- 
tion of Supreme Wiſdom, the ora- 
cles, of which I am ſpeaking, had 
been conſigned to the very adverſa- 
ries of the Meſſenger, and of his 
miniſters; and if thoſe firſt and mot 

obltinate adverſaries had, until that 


G 2 . time, 
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time, conſtant}y profeſſed to apply 
thoſe oracles to the Meſſenger, or 
Meſſiah, who was to come. 


I, andere, REAR that book, which 
the lineal deſcendants of thoſe very 
men, who crucified the Meſſenger, 
and perſecuted his minifters and firſt 
followers, preſent to me at this day, 
as authentic and divine. I run over 
ſeveral parts of this bob and meet 
with a writing“ which throws me 
into the moſt profound aſtoniſhment. 
I think I am reading an anticipated 
and circumſtantial hiſtory of the 
Meſſenger : I diſcover in it all his 
features, his character, and the prin- 
cipal particulars of his life. In a 
word, I ſeem to be reading the de- 
Poſition of the witneſſes. . 


Iaiah, ch. hin. 
I cannot 
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2 


I cannot withdraw my eyes from 


this ſurprifing picture: what ſtrokes! 
what colours! what expreſſion! 


what correſpondence with the fad! 
how juſt, how natural the emblems! 


What do I fay! it is not an emble- 
matical picture of far diftant futurity, 
it is a faithful repreſentation of the 
proſent ; and that which is not, is 
painted as though it were. 


« He grew up as a tender plant, 
and as a root out of dry ground; 
c he hath no form nor comelineſs; 


cc and when we ſhall ſee him, there 


K 


cy 


« Ring.” 


“ He is deſpiſed and rejected of 
men: a man of ſorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief; and we hid 


ce 
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is no beauty chat we ſhould deſire ; 
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as it were our faces from him : he 


Was e and we eſteemed 
him not.” 


* 


. 
* He hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our ſorrows. He was 


wounded for our tranſgreſſions 


and bruiſed for our iniquities: the 
chaſuſement of our peace was up- 


on him, and by his ſtripes we are 
healed.“ 


« He opened not his mouth; 


Be is brought as a lamb to the 
GW 1 


Daughter : and as a ſheep belore 
ber ſhcarors is dumb, 10 he open- 
ed not his mouth.“ 


— 


He was taken from priſon and 


ee 


from judgment; and who ſhall 
declare his generation! ? for Le was 
« cut 


40 


cc 


: 


ne 


ee 
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nat off out of the land of the liv- 


ing: for the tranſgreſſion of wy 


people was he ſtricken ” 


« He made his grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his 
death; becauſe he had done no 
violence, neither was deceit in his 


. 


When he ſhall Rave made 
his his foul an offering for fin, he 
{ſhall ſee his ſeed; he ſhall pro 
long his days, and the pleaſure of 
the Eternal ſhall proſper 1 in his 


hand.“ 


cc 3 the Tternal di- 
vide him a portion with the great; 
he ſhall divide tlie ſpoil with the 


ftrong; becauſe he hath poured 
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* out his ſoul unto death: and he 
< was numbered with the tranſgreſ. 

„ fors; and he bare the fin of me- 
< ny, and made interceſſion for the 
« tranſprefſors.” 


Has He, who thus painted the 
Sun of righteouſneſs, alſo marked 
out the time of his riſing? I can 
hardly believe my own eyes, when 
T read in ancther writmg* of the 
fame bock, this amazing oracle, 
which might be conſidered as a chro- 
nolopical hiftory, compoſed after the 
event. 


« Seventy weeks are determined 

| we upon thy people, and upon thy 

« holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſ- 

fin, to make an end of lin, to 
» Daviel, RY 1 


c make 


& 


14% 


0 


60 


tc 


it 
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make reconciliation for iniquity, 


to bring in an everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs, to Teal up the vition and 
prophecy, and to anoint the Moſt 


Holy.” 


© Know therefore, and under 
ſtand, that from the going forth 
of the commandment to reſtore 
and build the city, unto the Mef- 
hah the Prince, there ſhall be 
ſeven weeks and threeſcore and. 
two weeks.” 


And after threeſcore and two 


weeks ſhall the Meſſiah be cut 


off, but not for himſelf. —— 


e And he ſhall confirm the cove- 
nant with many for one week, 
and in the midſt of the week he 

* WG © | « ſhall 


+3 + hh 15 
. 3142077 
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«.ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice au the 5 
« oblation to ceaſe. N 


F know that theſe weeks in the pro- 
phecy are weeks of years, each week 
comprehending ſeven years. The 
event here mentioned was not- to 
take place, therefore, till the end of 
490 years. | 


Hiſtory informs me of the time, 
when the Meftiah, announced by the 
prophecy, came. I go back, there- 
fore, to the 490th year from this 
Meſſiah; for the dent muſt be the 
ſureſt nterpretation. of the prophecy. 


I thus arrive at the reign of that 
Prince, from whom, in fact, the lait 
order 1HJued, for the reſtoration of that 
nation, then. under captivity in. his 


domi- 
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dominions; and it is from the hand 
of this very nation, that I receive 
this prophecy, which. betrays. and 


: confounds 1 it. 


Shall I doubt of the authenticity of 
the writings, in which thoſe attoniſh- 
ing prophecies are contained ? But 
the nation, with which they have 
always been depoſited, has never 
doubted of it: what can I oppoſe to 

a teſtimony ſo aneient, ſo-confſtant, 
1 ſo uniform 2 F ſhall not ima- 
gine, that this nation has fabricated 
fach writings. How abſurd the 
imagination! Would not the pre- 
phecies themieives contradict it? 
Would it not alſo be contradicted 
by many other places of the ſame 
writings, which load this nation with 
gnominp, and ſo bitterly reproach it 
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for its diſorders and crimes ? It has, 
therefore, neither fabricated, nor al- 
tered, nor lopped off any part; ſince 
it has allowed chapters to remain, 

which are ſo mortifying to itſelf, 
and ſo favourable to the ſociety 
which acknowledges the Meſſiah for 
its Founder. 


Shall I haverecourſe to the ſtrange 
ſuppoſition, that the correſpondency 
of the events with the prophecies, is 
the effect of chance? But in the coin- 
cidence of ſo many different circum- 


ſtances, ſhall I diſcover any traces 
of a blind cauſe? 


There ariſes in my mind amore 
reaſonable doubt: can I demonftrate 
to my own ſatisfaction, that thoſe 
8 with which I am 10 
firuck, 


OF CHRISTIANITY, 145 


ſtruck, have in reality, for five or 
{ix centuries, preceded. the events 
which they announce in ſuch preciſe 
and clear terms? Do I know any 
contemporary monuments, which 
atteſt to me, that the authors of the 
writings in queſtion, lived five or 
fix centuries before the Meſſiah? I 
ſhall not entangle myſelf in this 
learned and laborious enquiry : I 

- perceive a ſhorter, more eaſy, and 
more certain route, and which will 
conduct me to a more deciſive con- 
cluſion. 
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I learn from hiftory, that theſe 
writings were tranſlated inis Greek, 
in the reign of Ptolomy Philadel- 
phus, one of the kings of Egypt. I 
conſult this famous ve,, and find 
in it the ſame prophecies which pre- 
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bl 


fent themſelves to me in the gina! 


text. This verſion which was exe. 
cuted by ſeventy+ interpreters of the 


fame nation, into whoſe hand+the 


original text was depoſited; preceded 
the birth of the Meſhah about three 
centuries. EF am, therefore, certain, 
that the prophecies now under my 
confideration preceded the events 
which they announce, at leaſt three 
centuries; | | 
a 1 
There is not the leaſt ground to 
fuſpect, that the members of the 
ſociety founded by the Meſſiah, l- 
ed into this ver/ron thoſe prophecies 


which were ſo favourable to them- 
felves. Would not the nation, the 


guardian of the o779mal text, have 
at once exclaimed againſt ſech an 
rmpoſture ? Beſides, muſt they not 


— 


have. 
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have alſo f07/7e& them into all the 
writings of the Doctors of that na- 
tion? For thoſe Doctors quote theſe 
very prophecies, and heſitate not to 
apply them to the Meſſenger who 
was to come.. 


If the Author of man, in order to 


give him a greater number of proofs 


of his future deſtination, wiſhed to 
join to the language of /igns, already 
Jo perſuative, the prophetical or Y pi- 
cal language, He will have given to 
this language, characters equally ex- 
preſſive as thoſe he has given to that 
of /izns. He will have fo appropri- 


ated it to the futvre events, which it 


was to repreſent, that it can be exactiy 
or completely applied to thoſe events 
only. He will have publiſhed it at 
ſuch a fine, and in ſuch circumſtan- 


Cer, 
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ces, that it was impaſſible for the hu- 
man mind, naturally to deduce from 
that lime, and thole circumy/tances, 
the future exiſtence of thoſe ecenls. 
And becaule, if this Imguage had 
been very perſpicuous, men mig it 
have oppoſed the birth of the events ; 
it will have been inter mixed en 
ſhades and Hight- it will have had 
ſufſicient Jig to ſhew, at the birth 
of the events, that the Lavgiver had 
ſpoken; and it will not have had ſo 
much, as ct excite the crimina! 
paſhons of men. 


All theſe characters F diſcover in 
the prophecies. under my eye. In the 
ſame book TI ſee many other r- 
Pliecies, ſcattered up and down, 
and 


* 'The following Note from Madam Genlis on 
Religion, printed in Dublin, 12mo. p. 77, con- 
tains many of the Prophccies. See Genlis. 


and which are ſcarcely leſs Genifi- 
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cant. © They pierced my hands, 


(4 


„ —They parted my garments 
On among 


N 


If one man had written a book of predictions 
relative to Jeſus Chriſt, as to the time and 


manner of his coming, and that Chriſt had 
come conformably to theſe predictions, this 


would have had infinite weight; but there is 
much more in that which has juſt been ſpoken 


of. It is a ſucceſhon of men, who, during four 


thouſand years, conſtantly and without variati- 
on come, one after the other, to foretel the 


ſame event. It is a whole people which an- 


nounces it, and which has exiſted four hun- 
dred years, ſtill to bear witneſs of the aſſurances 


which they have of it, and from which they 


cannot be turned aſide by any threats or perſe- 
cutions whatſoever; this is quite another con- 
ſideration.— | 


The time is predicted by the ſtate of the 


Jewiſh people, by the ſtate of the pagans, by 


the itate of the temple, and by the number of 


Tears. 
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« among them and caf lots upon 


my veſture,” &c. 
Who, 


& It is foretold that the Meſſiah would come 
and form a new alliance, which would cauſe 
© the going out of Egypt to be forgotten (Jer. 
© xxiii. J.); that he would eſtabliſh his law, not 
© exteriorly, but in the heart (Iſaiah li. 7.); that 

© he would « put his law in their inward parts, 
and write in their hearts,” (Jer. xxxi. 33. and 
© XXXil. 40.) bh | 

The church would be ſmall in the begin- 
© ning, but that it would afterwards encreaſe 
* (Ezek. xlvii. 1, and following verſes). 
elt is predicted, that idols ſhould then be 

© deſtroyed, and images made to ceaſe out of 


N 


Noph; that there ſhould be no more a prince 
of the land of. Egypt, and that God would put. 
© a fear in the land of Egypt (Ezek. xxx. 13). 
© That the temples of the idols ſhould be 
© thrown down; and that among all nations, 
© and in every place, pure ſacrifices, and to ani- 
© mals, ſhould be offered to the Lord. (Mal. i. 
© xi.) 


That 
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Who, but He alone, to whom all 
ages are as a moment, could untold to 


man a futurity ſo remote, and call 


the 


© That God would teach men of his. ways 
(Iſaiah ii. 3. Mich. iv. 2, &c.) 

© That he would be king of the Jews and the 
Gentiles (Pſal. ii. 6 and 8. Ixxi. 8, Kc.) 

© And no man ever came before or aſter who 


” 


A 


© taught any thing that approached theſe things. 5 


The Jews, by putting Jeſus Chrilt to death, 
that they might not receive him for Meſfliah, 


A 


| c gave him the laſt mark of a Meſſiah. By con- | 


on” 


tinuing to reject him they have made them- 


A 


ſelves irreproachable witneſſes; and by cru- 


c cifying and renouncing him they have accom- 


Pliihed the prophecies. 
Who would not diſcover Jeſus Chriſt by ſo 


many particular circumſtances, which have 


— 


been predicted of him! for it is ſaid, 

„That he would have a meſlenger ſent before 

him, (Mal. iii. 1.) 5 

© 'That a child ſhould be born whoſe name 

ſaould be called Wonderful, Counſellor, The 
6 Mighty 
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the things which are not, as though 
hey were 4 
N. B. 


- * Mighty God, The Everlaſting Father, The 
Prince of Peace (Iſalah ix. 6.) 


« That he ſhould be born in the city of Beth- 
lehem (Mich. v. 2.) 

© That he ſhould come from the family of 
© Judah (Gen, xlix. 8, and the following verſes), 
© and of the poſterity of David (2 Kings vii. 12. 


„and Ifaiah vii. 13); that he ſhould appear 82 


© Jeruſalem principally (Mal, iii. 1. Hag. ii. 10). 
That his glory ſhould overcome the wiſe and 
© learned (Ifaiah vi. 10); that he ſhould an- 
© nounce the Goſpel to the poor and meek 
© (Iſaiah 1x1. 1), open the eyes of the blind, un- 
c ſtop the ears of the deaf, and make the lame 
s man leap as a hart (Iſaiah xxxv. 5 and 6); 
that he would bring the blind by a way that 
© they knew not, and lead them by paths that 
© they had not known ; that he would make 
© darkneſs light before them (Iſaiah xlii. 10.) 
That he would ſhew the. right way (Iſaiah 
xxx. 2x), and be a preceptor to the Gentilcs 
© (Iſaiah lv, 4). 5 
Sb « That 
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N. B. For an account of prophe- 


cies in the New Teſtament, and 


their completion, vid. Beattie's Evi- 
| dence 


hat he would be a victim for the fins of 
re the world; that he would be wounded for 


© our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our ini- 


c quities, (Iſaiah liii. 5.) 


„That he would be the foundation and pre- 


* cious ſtone of the corner (Iſaiah xxviii. 16.) 
That he would be for a ſtone of ſtumbling, 
© and for a rock of offence (Ifaiah viii. 14.) 


That many of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem | 


© ſhould ſtumble thereon, and fall and be broken 
* (Vaiah viii. 15.) | „ 


«That the builders houls refuſe this lone | 


(Pf. cxvii. 22.) 


That he would niike this ſtone which the | 
© builders refuſed to become the head ſtone of the 


© corner. 


And that this ſtone would become a great 


mountain, and fill the whole earth (Dan. ii. 35). 
That therefore it would be rejected (Pal. 
* CXVIL, 22), ), deſpiſed and rejected of men (If. 


c lim, 
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dence of Chriſtianity, chap. II. Sec. 


II. or 10 ewton on the prophecies. 


„Ui. 2 1 95 Rn (Pr. xl. 10), old (Zech. 
„Ki. 12), ſmitten, (If. I. 6), mocked (If. xxxiv. 
© 19) afflicted in an infinity of manners (Pf Ixxvii. 
© 27), ſhould quench his thirſt with gall (Pf, 

c Ixviii. 22) ; that his hands and feet would be 
© pierced (Pf. xxi. 15); that his face would be 
« ſpit upon (Iſaiah 1. 6); that he would be put 
© to death (Dan. ix. 26); that they would caſt 
© lots for his garments (Pf. xxi. 19). 

That he would riſe up from the dead (Pf. 
xv. 10). 15 
On the third day (Hof. vi. 2). 

© That he would afcend into heaven (Pf. xlvi. 
6. and Ixvil. 19). | 

« To fit at the right hand of God (Pf. cix. 1). 

That kings would arm  themſclves againſt 
© him (Pf. ii. 2). 

That being at the right-hand of the Father, 
c he would overcome all his enemies (Pf. cix. 5). 

That the kings of the earth and all the peo- 


c 0 would worfhip him (Pf. IXxi. 1 * 


E C. 
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— 


SECTION XII. 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE FOUN- 
„% *, 


I; Divine Wiſdom has really dei gn- 
ed to deſcend upon the earth, to en- 
lighten mortal men, Imuſt undoubt- 
edly diſcover, in the doctrine of his 
Meſſenger, the indelible marks of 
this Adorable Wiſdom. 
This grand ſubject demands the 
moſt profound meditation: I begin 
by tracng to myſelf the characters 


* Vid. Beattie's Evidence of Chriſtianity, ch. 
i. and ch. ii. ſect. 4. | 


which 
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which, in my opinion, this doctrine 


ought to poſſeſs, in order to appear 


conformable to the moſt pure light 
of reaſon, and to add to that light, 
what the wars of humanity requir- 
ed, and what that light could not 
furniſh. - 


I cannot deny, that nan is a ſocial | 
being, and that many of his princi. 
pal faculties have the ſtate of ciel), 


direcily for their object. The gift of 


ſpeech alone is ſufficient to convince 
me of this. The doctrine of a ce- 


leſtial Meſſenger muſt, therefore, 


reſt eſſentially upon the great prin- 
ciples of ſcciability. It muff have 
the moſt direct tendency to perfect 
and ennoble all the natural ſenti- 
ments which link man to his fellow- 


creatures: it muſt multiply and 


lengthen 
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lengthen to infinity the cords of Au- 
manity - it muſt preſent to man, the 
love of his tellow-creatures, as the 
moſt abundant and moſt pure ſource 
of his prefent and future happineſs. 
Is there any principle of ſociability 
more refined, more noble, more 
active, more faithful than that ex- 
alted benevolence, which, in the 
doctrine of the Meſſiah, bears the 
*uncommon and expreſſive name of 
charity? © A new commandment 
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* I do not ſay new, though I might, in a cer- 
tain ſenſe. Cicero, in his Fifth Book De 
Finibus, has the following beautiful paſſage : In 


« omni autem honeſto, nihil eſt tam illuſtre, 


&« nec quod latius pateat, quam conjunctio inter 
„ homines hom inum, et quaſi quzdam ſocietas 
ce et communicatio voluptatum et ipfa charitas 
60 generic humani,” & c. This philoſopher utter- 


ed to his own age the firſt accents of charity. 
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c“ give I unto you, that you love one 
« another.——Þy this ſhall all men 
& know that ye are my diſciples, if 
c ye have love one to another.*— 
c Greater love than this hath no 
« man, than that he lay down his 
life for his friends.“ And who were 
the friends of the Meſſenger ? Men 
of all ages and of all places: he die 


for the human race. 


In theſe repeated precepts of bro- 
therly love, in this ſublime law of 
charity, do I not, ſhall I not, ac- 
knowledge the Founder and Lau. 
giver of univerſal ſociety? In this 
grand example of benencence, in 
this voluntary ſacrifice, ſhall I not 


* John, ch. xv. 


acknowled ge 
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acknowledge the moſt true and moſt 
e FRIEND OF MEN? 


- This perfection of the heart! is al. 
ways an object of the higheſt con- 
cern: the heart is the wnzver/al prin- 
ciple of all the affediomns - a doctrine 
from heaven would not confine it- 
ſelf to the regulation of the external 
actions of nan it would alſo carry 
its happy influences into the moſt 
ſecret receſſes of the heart. © You have 
« heard, that it hath been ſaid, Thou 
« ſhalt not commit adultery ; but I 
% ſay unto you, that whoſoever 
% looketh upon a woman to luſt af- 
& ter her, hath committed adultery 
« already with her in his heart.” 
What, then, is this new doctrine, 
which condemns the crime thought of, 
as well as the crime committed ? It is 
Hz al 
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the doctrine of that ſuperior Philo- 
ſopher, who well knew how man 
was formed, and that ſuch was the 
conſtitution of his being, that a 
movement too ſtrongly impreſſed up- 
on certain parts of the brain, might 
inſenſibly lead him to criminal in 
dulgence. This will be eafily com- 
prehended by the philoſopher. The 
ſenſeleſs woluptuary would at leaſt fee] 
it, could he perceive his own heart 
through the impurities of his imagi- 
nation. But, I jay unto you; it is 
the language of a Maſter ; and what 
a Maſter! He ſpake as one having 
authority. The good man out of the 
good treaſure of his heart, bringet/ 
forth that which is good ; and an evil 
man, out of the evil W of his heart, 
bringeth forth that which is evil. How 
Ghople the expreſſions ! how true, 
how 
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how admirable the thou ght! The 
9904 man ;—not the great man ; It 18 
much better: s good treaſure His 
heart—the heart of the good man. 


There is no paſſion more inimical 
to the ſocial [piril than revenge. 


There is none which more cruelly 


tyrannizes over the heart, where it 


has unhappily obtained polleſſion.. 


A doctrine from heaven would not, 
therefore, confine itſelf to the ſim- 
ple reprehenſion of a ſentiment ſo 
dangerous and ſo unworthy of a /c- 
cial being it would not congne itſelf 
even to demand of him the ſacrifice 
of his reſentments: far leſs would 
it allow him to retaliale it would 
inſpire him with the moſt exalted 


heroiſm, and teach him to punich the 
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offender by acts of kindneſs.* „ Ye 
“ have heard that it hath been ſaid, 
An eye for an eye, and a tooth 

„ for a tooth; but I fay unto 
« you, —Love your enemies, bleſs 
% them who curſe you, do good 
„to them who deſpitefully uſe 
you and perſecute you.—For if 
C you love your brethren only, what 
“ do you more than others?” And 
what motive is here propoſed by the 
Author of a doctrine, ſo well calcu. 
lated to ennoble the heart of the ſo- 
cial being? „That ye may be the 
e children of your Father who is in 
« heaven; for he maketh his ſun to 
« riſe on the evil and on the good, 


125 and ſendeth Eis rain on the quit 8 
« and on the unjuſt.“ The truly 


ſocial being, therefore, does, like 


| Frovidence, 
Matt. ch. v. 
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Providence, difpenſe his favours. 
He does good to all men; and though 
he acts upon general principles, the 
exceptions from thoſe principles are 
likewiſe favours, and the greateſt 
favours. . Judicious in his diſtribu- 
tion of the goods of Providence, he 
knows, when neceſſary, how to pro- 
portion them to the excellence of the 
beings to whom he diſtributes them. 
He inceſſantly advances towards 
perfection, becauſe he ſerves a MAs- 
TER who is perfect. — Be ye perfect. 


A doctrine, which reprobates the 
very idea of revenge, and which al- 
lows the heart only a choice of fa- 
vours, will undoubtedly enjoin re- 
_ emettiation, and the pardon of per/onal 
injuries. The truly focial being is 
too great, ever to be inacceſſible to 
FH: recon- 
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reconciliation and pardon. * «© There. 
« fore, if thou bring thy gift to the 
alter, and there remembereſt that 
« thy brother hath aught againſt thee, 
leave there thy gift before the al- 
« tar, and g0 thy way, firſt be re- 
e conciled to thy brother, and then 
e come and offer thy gift.” Becauſe 
the God of Peace, who is the God of 
univerſal ſociety, deſires the ſacrifices 
of peace. To he allar it would pro- 
fane it. Before the allar—it will re- 
main there but for a moment. 
* How oft ſhall I forgive my bro- 
« ther? till ſeven times?“ was the 
queſtion of a diſcip! ©, whoſe foul 
was not yet ſufficiently ennobled. 
Until jevenly times jeven, anſwered 
He, who always pardoned, becaule 
he had always occalion to pardon. 
Matt. chap. 6. 


+ Matt. clip. 18. | | 
A doc- 


* 
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A doctrine which hreathed only 
charity, would apparently make 79- 
ratio one of the firſt Jaws of the 
facial being: for it would be contra- 
ry to the nature of things, that a 
{ſocial being were mtolerant. Men as 
yet carnal, would diſpole of the fire 
of heaven: * Maſter, wilt 2 — 
What reply does the Friend of man 


give to this inhuman raſh demand? 
« Ye know not what manrer of ſpi- 
« rit ye are of: I am not come to 
« deſtroy men's lives, but to {ave 
« them.” Shall men, therefore, who 
call themſelves the diſciples of this 
good Maſter, perſecute their fel- 
low-men, becauſe they have the 
misfortune not to affix to certain 
words the ſame ideas with theme 
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* Luke, chap. 9. 
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ſelves? Will they employ fire and 
ſword to I cannot proceed—1 
ſhudder with horror — This dread- 
fal night begins to be diſpelled—A 
ray of light has penetrated into it _ 
May the Sun of righteouſneſs at laſt 
drive it from the world! 


A doctrine from heaven muſt in- 
ſtruct man in the knowledge of thoſe 
things which conftitute his ea hap- 
pineſs. He 1s a en ſibl „Je being: he 
has affections - he muſt have objects 
to ſatisfy his % 72 ese he muſthave ob- 
jects to poſſeſs his heart. But what 
objects would ſuch a doctrine preſent 
to a being, who lives upon the earth 
but for a few moments, and whoſe 
true country is heaven Should this 
being, whoſe immortal foul {wai- 
lows up time, and graſps at eternt- 
ty, fix his heart upon objects which 

5 time 
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lime can devour ? Should this being, 
endowed with ſo great diſcernment, 
miſtake the fleeting colours of the 
dew-drop for the brilliancy of the 

diamond? * « Lay not up for your- 
* ſelves treaſures upon earth, where 
« moth and ruſt do corrupt, and 
« thieves break through and ſteal; 
« but lay up for yourſelves treaſures 
„ in heaven, where neither moth 
« nor rut do corrupt, and where 
„ thieves do not break through nor 
ce ſteal: for where your treaſure is, 
“ there your heart will he alſo.” 


What more true, and what more. 


1enfibly felt by him who has the hap- 


pineſs to lay up for himſelf ſuch a 


treaſure ! His heart is wholly there. 
This man has already fat down in 


* Matt. chap. 9. 
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heavenly places. He hungers and thir 5 


* 


2 


after righteouſneſs, and he Shall be 


If a pee from heaven pre- 


ſcribed any religious worſhip, this 


would be in direct relation with the 
nature of the wnder/tanding ; and be 


equally ſuited to the dignity of a 
moral being, and to the majeſty and 


ſpirituality of the Supreme Being. 
« Learn what this means, I will 
ce have mercy, and not ſacrifice.” 
AMercy—the thing /ignified, and not 


tae gr. The hour cometh, and 


© now is, When the true worſhip- 
pers ſhall worſhip the Father in 


c 8 and in truth: for the Father 
e ſezKcth ſuch to worſhip him. 


* John, chap. (4 


C God 
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« God is a ſpirit, and they who 
« worſhip him, muſt worſhip him 
« in ſpirit and in truth.” In ſpirit— 
in truth.—Theſe two words exhauſt 
every thing, and are themſelves in- 
exhauſtible: but they may be for- 
gotten : blind fuper/?ition never knew 
them. 


But becauſe man is a ſenſible be- 


ing, and becauſe a religion which 
would reduce every thing to pure 
ſpirituality, could not be ſufficiently 
calculated for ſuch a being ; a doc- 
trine from heaven would not fail to 
ſtrike the /enjes by ſomething exter- 
nal. This doctrine would, there- 
fore, eſtabliſh an external worſhip ; 
it would inflitute ceremonzes ; but 
their number would be ſmall, and 


their noble /implicity and expreſſion 


would 
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would be exactly appropriated to the 
particular deſigu of the inſtitution, 
and to the Jpirituality of internal 
__ worſhip. L 
In like manner alio, becauſe it is 

one of the natural effects of prayer, 

to remind man of his weakneſſes, 
his miſeries, his wants; becaule it is 
another natural effect of this religi- 
04S 2&4, to imprint on the brain thoſe 

« difpn/itions which are moſt proper 
for overcoming the too firong im- 
preſſions of ſenſible objects; in fine, 
becauſe hy is an elleutial part of 
that 5 alle homage, which an 
rntelligent Creature owes to his CK E- 
Arox; a doctrine from heaven 
would excite man to prayer” and 
make it one of his duties. It would 
even prefer ribe him. a rn, and would 


exhort | 


exhort him 101 to uſe vain repetitions. | 


And as the mind cannot remain long 
in that profound recollection which 
prayer requires, the form preſcribed 
would be very ſhort, and contain 
only the moſt zecęſſany things, ex- 
preſſed in terms very forcible, and 
exlenſive in their fignification. 


It would alſo be perfectly in the 


ſpirit of a doctrine from heaven, to 


correct the judgments of men re- | 


ſpecting moral evil, the confuled mix- 
ture of the god with the bad, and re- 
ſpeRing the condr:&? of PROVIDENCE 
in general. Here modern philoſo- 
phy riſes very high, yet does not 
attain to the height of this popular 


philotophy, which, under familiar 


images, conceals the moſt tranſcend- 
- ant 
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ant truths. * « Sir, didſt not thou 
c ſow good ſeed in thy field? 
ce Whence then hath it tares? Wilt 
thou that we go and gather them 
« up? Nay, ſaid he, left while you 
gather up the tares, ye root up 
alſo the wheat with them. Let 
« both grow up until the harveſt; 
« and in the time of harveſt I ſhall 
« fay unto the reapers, gather ye 
« together firſt the tares, and bind 
« them in bundles—but gather the 
« wheat into my barn.” Men ig- 
norant of agriculture would anti- 
_ cipate the ſeaſon, and clear the field 
before the fime. They would not 
have done fo, had they been per- 
mitted to open the great Look of the 
Maſter of the harveſt. 


0 


ae 


yo Matt. BR 13. 


OF CHRISTIANITY, 173 


If H! love be the univerſal princi- 
ple of man's actions; if he can ne- 
ver be more ſurely directed to what 
is good, than by the hope of rewards 
and the fear of puniſhments 31 
doctrine from heaven is to ſupport 
the morality of motives, which are 
capable of influencing men of every 
rank; ſuch a doctrine will unqueſ- 
tionably announce to the human race 
a fulure late of happineſs, or of mi- 
fery, according to the nature of moral 
actions. It will give the moſt mag - 
nificent ideas of future happineſs, and 

paint future miſery in the moſt fright .. 
ful colours. And as theſe objects 
are of ſuch a nature, that they can- 
not be repreſented to men, but by 
compariſons taken from things with 
which they are beft acquainted ; this 
Aon will have ir equi ent recourſe 
to 
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to ſuch compariſons. There will be 
banguets, Marriages, crowns, fulneſs of 
Jay, rivers of delight, &c. or there will 
be tears, gnaſhing of teeth, darkneſs, 
le gnacoing a0 m, devouring Are, &c. 
In fine, becauſe 7hreatenings cannot 
be too re/training ; ſince it every day 
happens, that men willingly expoſe 
themſelves to years of miſery and 
pain, for the pleaſure of a mo- 
ment, it would be perfectly in the 
ſpirit of this doctrine, to repreſent 
puniſhments as eternal, or at leaſt as 
a wretchedne/s of indefinite duration. 
But while it diſcovered this dread- 
ful abyſs to the eyes of /en/ual men, 
this word of life would at the {ame 
time exalt the compaſſions of the 


* M. Bonnet muſt be implicitly followed 1n 
his ſentiments here. 


Common 


OF CHRISTIANITY. 173 


common FATHER of men, and would 
permit them to ſee, upon the brink of 
the abyſs, a beneficent hand, which— 
if Juſtice in the Supreme Being be 
goodneſs directed by wiſdom—if So- 
vereign Beneficence eſſentially defares 
the perfection of all ſentient and in- 
telligent beings—if pains can be a 
natural means of perfection —if there 
is more joy in heaven over a inner 
that repenteth—if he loves much, 
to whom much has been forgiven— 
my heart bounds—lT am loſt in ad- 
miration How marvellous the chain 
Ehe compaitions of Him who 
alone is good, are infinite—he de- 
fireth not the death of the ſinner, 
but his converGon and lite He de- 
Ureth, and does he defire in vain? 


- But 
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But would a doctrine, which in- 
fluenced men by motives of intere/}, 
he a doctrine from heaven? Ought 
it not, on the contrary, to direct 
men to goodneſs, by the hure and di- 
ſintere/ted love of goodneſs? A foul 
that loves perfection, may be eaſily 
ſeduced by a ſublime idea of perfec- 
tion. Ought I not here to b2ware 
of this ſort of illuſion? Would a 
doctrine, which preſented no other 
motive to men, than a philoſophical 
conſideration of the ſalisfaction at- 
tached to the practice of gooanefs, be a 
doctrine ſufficiently univerſal and 
efficacious ? Would the pleaſure at- 
tached to intellectual and moral ex 
cellence be felt by every man? Would 
this delicate, this pure and angelic 
pleaſure have ſufficient influence in 
all caſes, and in thoſe principally 
where 
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where the paſſions and appetites ty- 
rannize over the ſoul, and ſo power- 
fully ſolicit it to criminal gratifica- 
tions? What do I ſay? Is man an 
angel? Is his body of an ethereal ſub- 
ſtance? Do not fleſh and blood enter 
into his compoſition? He who made 
man, knows what is neceſſary for 
him, better than the philoſopher too 
much enamoured of 7maginary ex- 
cellence. The Author of all true 
excellence has appropriated the moſt 
ſure and moſt efficacious means to 
the moit important end. He has 
ſuited his precepts to the nature and 
neceſſities of that mixed being, 
whom he would rouſe and reſtrain. 
To the ſage he has ſpoken by the 
voice of wiſdom ; to the people by 
that of feeling and authority, Great 
and generous ſouls may conform to 


order 
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order through their love of order : 
ſouls of a leſs noble frame may be 
directed to the ſame end by the hope 
of reward, or by the fear of puniſh- 
ment. In recalling man to moral 
rectitude, the Author of man does 
at the ſame time recal him to reaſon. 
He ſays to him, Do good, and thou 
ſhalt be happy. Sow, and thou galt 
reap, is a faithful expreſſion of the 
truth, the relation of the cauſe to 
the effect: a grain thrown into the 
ground, is there expanded. 


If man is by his nature a mixed 
being; if his ſoul exerciſes all its 
Faculties through the intervention of 
a body; a doctrine which came 
from heaven would not only inform : 
man of the immortality of the ſou], 

it 
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it would inform him alſo of the * 
immortality of his being. And if this 
doctrine borrowed compariſons from 
_ what takes place in plants, it would 
ſpeak to the people a familiar, but 
moſt expreſſive language. The 
© hour is coming, in which all that 
« are in their graves ſhall hear the 
« voice of the Son of God, and ſhall 
« come forth, they that have done 
« good, to the reſurrection of life, 
“ and they that have done evil, to 
« the reſurrection of damnation” 
It will not, therefore, be the ſoul 
alone, which will enjoy this immor- 
tality, it will be the whole man. I 
am the reſurrectian and the lif 7. Aſto- 
niſhing words! Language like this, 
the ear has never heard! The ma- 


* Vid. 1ſt Corinthians, chap. 15. 
jeſty 
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jeſty of the expreſſions announces 
the Prince of life — I am the reſur. 
rection.ä— He commands death, and 
{trips the grave of ils victory. 


8 E C- 
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SECTION XIV.» 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE DISCI- 
PLES OF THE FOUNDER. 
PARALLEL BETWEEN THEM, 
THE DOCTORS OF THE SYNA- 
GOGUE, AND THE SAGES OF 
PAGANISM. 


L F, after having heard Wiſdom it- 
ſelf, I liſten to thoſe extraordinary 
men whom it inſpired, I ſhall think 
hear it fill, becauſe it will ſtill 
ſpeak. I ſhall not, therefore, any 
more put the queition to myſelf, 
how imple fiſhermen could have 


dictated to the human race a ſyſtem 


of moralit „, far ſuperior to every 
thing which reaſon had hitherto 
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conceived; a ſyſtem which compre- 
hends every duty; which traces 


every duty to its true /ource ; which 


makes but one family of all the dif- 
ferent ſocieties ſcattered upon the 

face of the earth; which cloſely links 
together all the members of this fa- 
| mily ; which unites this family to 
the great family of heavenly intelli- 
gences; and which calls Him, whoſe 
goodneſs extends from the ſparrow 
to the cherub, the Father of thoſe 

families. I ſhall eaſily perceive, 
that ſo exalted a philoſophy ſprung. 
not from the mud of Jordan, and 
that ſo bright a light did not iflue 
from the thick darkneſs of the nd. 


gogue. 


I ſhall be more ſtrongly confirm 
ed in this thought, if I have the pa- 


tience, 
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tience, or the courage, to peruſe the 
writings of the moſt famous Doctors 
of that fanatical and haughty ſyna- 
gogue; and if I compare theſe writ- 
ings with thoſe of the men whom 1t 
_ perſecuted, becauſe their virtues tor- 
mented and provoked it. 
monſtrous collections of dreams and 


vifions! What abſurdities heaped 
upon abſurdities! What abuſe of 


interpretation! What ſtrange neglect 
of reaſon! What inſults upon com- 
mon ſenſe! &c. I attempt to dive 
into this moraſs; its depth aſtoni- 
ſhes me; I dive again, and draw 
forth a precious book, ſo much dif. 
figured, that I can hardly recognize 
It. . | | 


I afterwards turn to the ſages of 


paganiſm; I open the immortal 
12 writings 


What 
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writings of a Plato, a Xenophon, Aa 
Cicero, &c. and my eyes are delight- 
ed with thoſe firſt appearances of 
the morning of reaſon. But how 
weak, how confuſed, how uncertain! 
What clouds to be penetrated !— 
Night is hardly ended: day has not 
yet commenced: the Sun from on 
high has not yet appeared: but 
' thoſe ſages _ for and expect his 
ring. 


I cannot refuſe my admiration to 
thole ingenious men. They aftord- - 
ed to human nature, conſolation 
againſt the outrages which it recerv- 
ed from ſuperſtition and barbarity. 
They were in ſome reſpects the fore- 
runners of that reaſon, which was to 
bring life and immortality to light. 
I would I to them, if I durſt, 

what 


| 
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what a writer, who was much more 
than ingenious, ſaid of the prophets; 


They were lights ſhining in a dark 
place. 


But the more I ſtudy thoſe ſages 
of paganiſm, the more am I ſatiſ- 
fied that they had not arrived at that 
plenitude of doctrine, which I diſco- 


ver in the works of the fi/termen, 


and in thoſe of the 7en?-maker. In 
the ſages of paganiſm, all is not Ho- 
mogeneous, all is not equally valua- 


ble; and ſometimes I perceive the 


pearl upon the dunghill. They ſay 
admirable things, which ſeem to re- 
ſemble 77ſpiration. But, I know not 
how it happens, theſe things do not 
reach the heart, like thoſe which I 
read in the writings of the men, 
whom human philoſophy had not 
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enlightened. In the latter I find a 
pathos, an unction, a gravity, a 
ſtrength of ſentiment and thought, 
I had almoſt ſaid, a firength of 
nerve and muſcle, v hich I do not 
find in the former. The latter reach 
the very vitals of my ſoul; the for- 
mer addreſs themſelves to my un- 
derftanding. And how much more 
perſuaſive are the fiſhermen, than 
the ſages of paganiſm ! becauſe they 
were more ſtrongly perſuaded them- 
ſelves: becauſe they had ſeen, heard, 
= and py / 


1 diſcover. many other circum- 
ſtances which appear to me very 
much to diſtinguiſh the diſciples of 
Jeſus Chriſt from thoſe of Socrates, 
and eſpecially from thoſe of Zeno. 
I ſtop to conſider thoſe diſtinguiſn- 

| wg 


* _ 
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ing circumſtances, and che moſt 
ſtriking are, that compleat neglect 
of ſelf, which allows the ſoul no 
other ſentiment, but that of the im- 
portance and greatneſs of its object; 
and to the heart no other deſire, but 
that of faithfully anſwering its deſ- 


tination, and doing good to all men: 


that collected patience which ſupports 
the trials of life; not only becauſe 
it is great and philoſophical to ſup- 


port them, but becauſe they are diſ- 


penſations of a wiſe Providence, in 


whoſe eyes reſignation is the moſt 


graceful homage: that elevation of 
thoughts and views, that great cou- 
rage, which render the ſoul ſuperior 
to all events, becauſe they render 1t 


ſuperior to itfelf: that firm adhe- 


rence to truth and goodneſs, which 


nothing can ſhake, becauſe this truth 
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and goodneſs do not depend upon 
opinion, but are built upon the demon- 
tration of the ſpirit and of power - that 
Juſt valuation of things. But how 
far are ſuch men above my feeble 
panegyric! They have painted them- 
ſelves in their writings: in them 
they wiſh to be contemplated: and 
what parallel can be drawn between 
the pupils of Divine wiſdom, and 
thoſe of human? 


or CHRISTIANITY, 189 


SECTION XV. 


THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH.—ITS 
PRINCIPLES AND MANNERS,— 
TACIT OR EXPRESS cose rent 
ONS OF ADVERSARIES. 


Di D thoſe {ages of Paganiſm, 
who ſaid ſuch excellent things, and 
who were ſo much admired by 
adepts, root out one ſingle preju- 
dice from the minds of the people, 


or overthrow the ſmalleſt idol? Did 


Socrates, whom I would call the 22 
Siitutor of natural morality, and who 
was the firſt martyr of reaſon in the 
Pagan Jould; did the prodigious 
| SOCRATES. change the worſhip of 

I * Athens, 


pon 
— 
. 
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Athens, or effect the 1h ghteſt revo- 
lution in the manners Of his coun- 
—_ 


In a ſhort time after the death of 
JESUS CHRIST, I ſee a ſociety, of 
which the ſages of Paganiſm had not 
even conceived the poſſibility, form- 
ing itſelf in an obſcure corner of the 

earth. This ſociety is almoſt entire- 
Iy compoſed of Socrateſes and Fpic- 

tetuſes. All its members are cloſe- 
ly united in the bonds of fraternal 
love, and of the moſt pure and active 
benevolence. One ſpirit poſſeſſes. 
them all, the ſpirit of their Founder. 
They all adore the Supreme Being, 

in ſpirit and in ruth and the reli- 
gion of all conſiſts in * © viſiting the 
ce fatherleſs and widows in their af- 


* Epiſtle of James, chap. 1. 


“ fiction, 
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a) 
2 CY 


fiction, and in keeping them- 
6 ſelves unſpotted from the world. 
6 — They ate their meat with glad- 
« neſs and tingleneſs of heart they 


„ * had no poor amongft them; for —— Wil 


« as many as were poſſeſſors of lands 
% and houſes, ſold them, and brought 
« the prices to the conductors of 
© the ſociety. In a word, I think 
« am contemplating 2 new ferreſ. 
« trial parad; //e: but all its trees are 


« trees of . 


What, 5 is the ſecret cauſe < 
this great phenomenon in morality ? 
By what prodigy, unknown to all 

preceding ages, does a ſociety ſpring 

up, in the boſom of corruption and 
fanaticifm, whoſe principle is the 
love of mankind, whoſe end is their 


Acts, chap. 4. 


hap- 
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happineſs, whoſe motive is the ap- 


probation of the ee Ne pg 


whoſe hope is eternal life ? 


Do I not deceive myſelf? Might 
not the firſt hiſtorian of this ſociety 
have exaggerated its virtues, its 


manners, its actions? But the mer, 
of whom he ſpeaks, were quickly 


known in the world, furrounded, 
beſet, obſerved and perſecuted by a 


crowd of malicious foes: and if ad- 


verſity diſcovers the characters of 
men, I muſt allow, that no men 


could ever have been better known 
than theſe were. If, therefore, their 


hiſtorian had exaggerated, or dif. 
guiſed the facts, is it to be ſuppoſed, 
that he would not have been attack- 


ed by ſuſpicious, vigilant, prejudic- 


ed contemporaries, who were not 
animated by the ſame intereſt ? 
But 


— 
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But can I, upon any ſolid grounds, 
entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion of the 
teſtimony contained in the famous 
letter of a magiſtrate *, not leſs in- 
telligent than virtuous, who was par- 
ticularly charged by a great prince 
to watch over the conduct of the 
new men, who were in all places 
under the eye of the police? This 
remarkable teſtimony is the ſub- 
ſtance of that which was given to the 
NeW fociety, by the very men who 
had abandoned and betrayed it; 
- which teſtimony was not contradict- 
ed by the magiſtrate, who lays it 
before the prince. 


« They declared, that their whole 
« error, or fault, conſiſted in theſe 


L 


* Pliny the Younger. 
T Trajan. | 
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particulars: that, upon a certain 
day, they uſed to aſſemble before 


ee 


ſun riſe, and ling a hymn in prai ile 
of Chriſt, as if he had been a 
God; that they bound themſelves 
by.-an oath, not to the commiſſion 
of any crime, but to abſtain from 


theft and adultery, to keep their 
promiſes, and not refuſe to reſtore 


Whatever was committed to their < 
truſt; that when this was done, 
they uſually ſeparated, and met 


again to eat in common their 


innocent meal.” 


.. 
* 


I ſeem to be ill reading the hiſ- 


| torian of this extraordinary ſociety. 
They who gave ſo advantageous a 
teſtimony to its principles and man- 


ners, were at the ſame time certain 


of the. protection of the prince, and 


of 
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of his miniſters, and might have ca- 


lumniated it with impunity. The 


magiſtrate does not gainſay this teſ- 
timony ; has he, therefore, nothing 
to oppoſe to it? He, therefore, tacit- 
ly acknowledges thoſe principles and 
manners? © Is it,” ſays he, „the 
« name alone, or che crimes attach- 
« ed to that name, which ought to 
« be punitned ?” He moſt evidently 


inſinuates, that it was a name which 


was puniſh:d, rather than erimes. How 
ſingular an agreement between two 
writers, whole religious opinions 
and views were ſo different! How 
great the monument! how great the 


eulogium! The magiſtrate is the 


contemporary of the hiſtorian: they 
both ſee the ſame objects, and al- 
mo in the ſame manner. IS it 
poſſible that the truth ſhould not be 
here? 


But 
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But the magiſtrate throws a re- 
proach upon this ſociety of good men. 
and what is that reproach? « A con- 
c tumacious and inflexible ob/tinacy, 
« which appeared to him worthy of 
« puniſhment.” © I judged it neceſſary, 
« adds he, to extort the truth by 
„ force of tortures. A have diſcover- 


« ed nothing 5 a baſe apron 
cc carried lo exce 5. 


Here the magiſtrate and the hiſ- 
torian differ in their views: a baſe 
ſuperſtition : becauſe the magiſtrate 
no longer ſaw. facts and manners, 
but a doctrine, and in order to be 
properly ſeen, this doctrine requir- 
ed eves better exerciſed in obſerva. 
tions of this kind: nevertheleſs, I 
pay particular attention to this hap- 
py oppoſition between the two wri- 

| ters : 
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ters: it ſeems to me to concur, like 
every other circumſtance, in placing 
the truth in full ſplendor. The ma- 
giſtrate does not judge of the new 
ſociety, like one of its ſecret parti- 
fans, but through all his prejudices 
of birth, education, philoſophy, po- 
litics, religion, &c. I am pleaſed 
to ſee him mention that zuflecible ob- 
| flinacys: what then was the ſubject 
of an ob/tinacy which reſiſted the 
force of tortures ? Was it any parti- 
cular opinion? No, but facts; and 
facts of which all the lenſes could. 
have Judged. 
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SECTION XVI. 


THE SUCCESS. OF THE TESTIMO- 
| NT— MARKT IRS. 


. H E infant bociety daily ac- 
quires ſtrength; gradually extends 
itſelf; and wherever it gains ground, 
I behold ſuperſtition, prejudice, and 
idolatry fall down before the e croſs 
of the Founder. 


The el of the world is quickly 
peopled by the new converts; it 
overflows with them : they were, 
. ſays Tacitus, a huge multitude. 
They were ſcattered over the great- 
eſt provinces of the empire: of this 
Lam likewiſe informed. by the ſame 

magiſtrate, 


0 
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magiſtrate, who was the ornament 


of his country, and of the age in 
which he lived. He was governor 
of two great provinces, Pontus and 
Bythinia. He writes thus to his 
« The matter ſeems to me 
worthy of your conſideration, on 
account of the multitudes involve 
ed in this danger; for a very 


maſter : 


Cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


*& 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
= 
cc 
cc 


* 


great number of perſons of all 


ages, of all ranks, of both ſexes, are, 


and will be, every day brought to 
trial. The contagion of this ſu- 


perſtition has not only infected 
the cities, it has reached alſo the 


villages and the country.— Tis 


certain, that the temples were 


almoſt deſerted, the ſacrifices ne- 
glected, and the victims almoſt 


without purchaſers' oe 


* Phn. Epitt. lid. x. ep. 97. 
Corinth, 
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Corinth, Epheſus, Theflaldiica, 
Philippi, Coloſſæ, and many other 
cities, preſent me with a multitude 
of inhabitants, Who embrace the 
new dottrine. I find the hiſtory of 
the foundation of thoſe particular 
ſocieties, not only in the hiſtorian 
of the great ſociety, of which they 
formed a part, but alſo in the letters 
of that indefatigable diſciple, by | 

whom they were founded. 


I ſee oral tradition unite with the 
written, and concur in preſerving 
and ſtrengthening the |7e/timony. I 
ſee the diſciples of the ſecond age, 
Joining hands with thoſe of the firſt; 
an Irenzeus receiving from a Poly- 
carp what he had received from one 

188 | of 
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of the firſt eye-witnefſes* ; and this 
chain of traditional teſtimony ex- 
tends, without interruption, throu Sh 
ww following ages, &c. 


Kings, and their miniſters, do 
from time to time inflict upon this 
innocent ſociety, cruelties unknown 
to the moſt barbarous nations, and 
ſhocking to humanity ; and yet in 
the midſt of theſe horrible per ſecu- 
tions, the ſociety was founded and 
increaſed every day. 


* John. « I could yet repeat,” ſays Irenzus, 
c the diſcourſes which Polycarp delivered to the 
«« people, and what he related of his converſa- 
“ tions with John, and others who had ſeen 
« the Lord. The account he gave of his per- 
ce ſon, his miracles and doctrine, he received 
« from eye-witneſſes of the word of life; and 


ce this account was exactly contormable to our 


« ſcriptures. 
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My attention, however, is not ſo 
much excited by this natural effect 
of perſecution, as by a ſpecies of mar- 
tyrdom, altogether - new. Violent 
contradictions may irritate and ex- 
alt the ſoul: but thoſe millions of 
martyrs who expire under tortures, 
are not martyrs of opinion, they die 
voluntarily in atteſtation of fads. 
I know that there have been martyrs 
of opinion in every age, and in al- 
moſt every place: at this day there 
are ſome in thoſe countries * over 
which foohſh ſuperſtition tyranni- 
zes: but I know of none who have 
died in atteſtation of facts, except 
the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. 


6“ ſcriptures.” Euſeb. b. v. ch. 15. and 20. 
See the notes of Mr. Seigneux on the work of 
Mr. Addiſon, p. 228, 3 * 

© India. 


L obſerve 
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I obſerve, alſo, that thoſe men 
who ſo courageouſly ſacrifice them- 
ſelves in ſupport of thoſe facts, are 
attached to their creed, neither by 
birth, nor education, nor authority, 
nor any temporal intereſts. There 
fore, I can imagine no other ſatis- 
factory reaſon why they devoted 
| themſelves fo voluntarily to ſuffer- 
ings and to death, but the ſtrongeſt 
conviction of the certainty ot the 
fats. 


In fine, after three centuries of 
toils, pains, and tortures, after hav- 
ing comhbated for three centuries 
with the armour of patience and 
charity, the ſociety 1s triumphant, 
the new religion aſcends the throne 
of the Cæſars, idolatry is over- 
thronwn, and paganiſm expires. 

8 E 
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S E C TION XVII. 
OBSTACLES TO BE SURMOUNTED. 


W war an aſtoniſhing revolu- 
tion haye I been contemplating !_ 
Who were the men who brought it 
about? What obſtacles had "wy to 


ſurmount? 


A poor man, who had not where 
to lay his head, who was reputed 
the ſon of a carpenter, and who 
ended his days by an ignominious 
death, was the Founder of this Re- 
ligion, which triumphs over enn 
iſm and its monſters. 


HE 
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This man choſe diſciples from 
the dregs of the people: he took the 
greateſt part of them from among 
fimple fiſhermen, and to ſuch men 
he gave commiſſion to publiſh his 
religion throughout the earth : Go 
and teach all nations. 


of the earth. 


They obey the voice of their Maſ- 
ter; they publiſn to the nations the 
word of life; they atteſt the reſur 5 
rection of the crucified Jeſus; - the. 
nations believe, and are conver- 
ted. | 


Here 18 the great phenomenon. in 
| murality which I have to explain: 


here is a revolution more ſurprizing 


than any recorded in hiſtory, and 
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for which I muſt aſſign a latisfabto- 
ry and /ig efficient regen. 


I take a furvey of the earth before 


this great revolution happened. Two 


principal religions preſent them- 
ſelves to my view, theiſm and Poly- 


: the! en. 


JI do b the thei/m of the 


pagan philoſophers, that inconſide- 
rable number of ſages, who like So- 
_ crates or Anaxagoras, aſcribed the 
origin of things to an Eternal Spirit; 
theſe ſages did not form any body, 


and abandoned the people to the 
mire of prejudice and 1dolatry. 


They had their hands full of truth, 


and deigned to open them to thoſe 
2 EDU were e adepts. 


I mean 


, 
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I mean the 7hez/7 of that ſingular 


and populous nation, ſeparated by 
its laws, its cuſtoms, and even its 


| prejudices, from all other nations, 
and which believed it had received 


its religion and laws from the imme. 


diate hand of God. This nation 1s 
firmly perſuaded, that this religion 
and theſe laws were ſupported by 


divers extraordinary miracles ; it is 


ſtrongly attached to its external ab- 


hip, its cuſtoms, and its fraditions, 
and though it is very much ſtripped 


of its priſtine ſplendour, and fab- 
jected to a foreign yoke, it ſtill pre- 
ſerves all the pride of its ancient 
tiberty, and thinks itſelf the ſole ob- 
ject of the CREATOR's favour: it 
has the moſt ſovereign contempt for 
all other nations, aud Profeſſes to 


2 | expect 
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expect a Deliverer, who will ſub- 
Ject the univerſe to its ſway. 


Polytheiſm is almoſt the univerſal 
and reigning religion. It aſſumes all 
kinds of forms; according to the 
climate and genius of the nations. 
It favours all the paſſions, even the 
moſt monſtrous. It abandons the 
heart, but ſometimes reſtrains the 
hand. It flatters all the ſenſes, and 
unites the „e with the ſpirit. It 
preſents to the people the famous 


examples of its gods, and thoſe gods 

are monſters of cruelty and impu- 
rity, who muſt be honoured by 

eruelties and impurities. | It attracts 
the eyes of the multitude by its en- 

chantments, its prodigies, its augu- 
ries, its divinations, the pomp of 
its worſhip, &c. It builds the altar 
of 
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of vice, and digs the grave of vir- 
tue. ve wy 


How will the fiſhermen, tran. 
formed into m7//Jiona7tes, periuade 
ſuch theiſts as thoſe, that all their 
external worſhip, which is ſo ma- 

jeſtic, ſo ancient, ſo venerable, is 
no longer that which God requires 

of them, and that it is for ever abo- 

liſhed; that all thoſe auguſt, myſte- 

rious ceremonies, ſo well ſuited to 

aſtoniſh the ſenſes, are only /hadows 

of thoſe things, of which they pre- 

ſent to them the ſubſtance? How 

will they force them to acknow- 
ledge, that thoſe traditions, to which 

they were. ſo attached in heart and 

ſpirit, are only the cammand ments of 

men, and that they annihilate that 
law, which they believe to be di- 
K 3 vine? 
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vine? How, in particular, will the 
fiſhermen perſuade thoſe proud the- 
iſts, that the poor and humble man, 
whom their magiſtrates condemned, 
and who expired upon a croſs, is 
indeed that great Deliverer who had. 
been announced to them, and whom 
they expected? that they are no 
longer the ſole objects of the extra- 
ordinary favour of Providence, and 
hat all the nations of the earth are 
called to participate of this favour? 


How will fiſhermen remove from: 
the eyes of the groſs polythej/?, thoſe 
multiplying glaſſes, which make him 


ſce as many gods as there are objects 


in nature? How will they fpiritua- 
lize his ideas, detach him from that 
mert matter in which he is incorpo- 
rated, and convert him to the L1V- 
ING 
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ING GoD? How will they draw him 
from the ſeducing pleaſures of ſenſe, 
from voluptuouſneſs of every kind? 
How will they purify and ennoble 
all his affections? How will they 
make him a fage, and more than a 
ſage? How will they reftrain his 
heart as well as his hand? How, in 
particular, will they perſuade him 
to do homage to a man diſgraced by 
an ignominious death; and convert 
the fooliſhneſs of the croſs into wiſdom, 
in the eyes of the polytheiſt? 


How will the heralds of the cru. 
cified Jeſus induce their new follow. 
ers to renounce their deareſt tempo- 
ral anterefis, to live in contempt, 
in humiliation, in opprobrium; to 
brave all pains and puniſhments, to 
reſiſt all temptations, and to perſe- 

K 4 „ 
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vere unto death in a doctrine, which 
promiſes no recompence in the pre- 
e but in a Suge life ? 


By what means; 3 does it 
happen, that the poor fiſhers are 
become fi//ters of men? How was it 
_ poſſible, that in leſs than half a cen- 
tury, ſo many different nations ſhould 
embrace the new doctrine? How has 
the grain of muſtardeſeed become a great 
tree? How has this tree overſhadow- 
ed ſo many great kingdoms ? ? 


I know that men in general are 
not enemies to ſeverity of morals: 
becauſe it ſuppoſes very great ef- 
forts; becauſe men have a natural 

taſte ior excellence: not that they 
| always aim to attain it; but they 
are always pleaſed with it, at leaſt 
in 
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in ſpeculation. os 4 oluntary poverty, | 


great diſintereſtedneſs, a painful, la- 
borious life, eaſily attract the atten- 
tion and eſteem of men. All theſe 
they will readily admire, provided 
they are not obliged to practiſe 
them. 


if therefore, this new doctrine 
were purely ſpeculative, J can with- 
out much difficulty conceive, that it 
might have gained the eſteem, and 
even admiration of ſome «Nation. 
They might have regarded it as a 
new {ſyſtem of philoſophy, and its 
profeſſors might have appeared to 
them ſages of a very particular or- 
der. But this doctrine confiſts not 
of pure ſpeculations; it is wholly 
practical, - it is fo eſſentially, and in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe ; it is the moſt ex- 
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alted kind of Practical heroiſm : it | 
ſuppoſes the moſt complete ſelf-de- 


mal; combats all the paſſions ; ; cap- 


tivates all the inclinations; repreſſes 


all the deſires; allows the heart no | 
other indulgence, but the love of 


God, and of its neighbour; demands, 


continual ſacrifices, and thoſe of the 
greateſt extent; and never propoſes 


any rewards which the eye can ſee, 


or the hand can touch. 


I conceive alſo, that the charms 
of eloquence, the glare of riches, the. 
ſplendor of dignified rank, the ! in- 
fluence of power, will eafily procure 
credit to a doctrine, and gain it 


many * 


But the dogtrine of the crucified 
Jeſus is announced by poor fimple 
men, 
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men, whoſe eloquence conſiſts ra- 
ther in things than in words; by 
men who publiſh things which ſhock 

all received opinions; by men of the 
loweſt rank, and who promiſe to 
their followers nothing in this life, 
but ſufferings, torments, and croſſes. 
And yet theſe are the men who tri- 


umph over fleſh and blood, and con- 
vert the world. 


The effect is prodigious rapid, du- 
rable; it full exiſts: 1 diſcover no 
natural cauſe capable of producing 
it: it muſt, nevertheleſs, have a 
caufe, and a great cauſe What, then, 
is that cauſe ? At the name of Jeſus, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, 
the deaf hear, the blind fer, the dead are 
raiſed. - I enquire no farther: the 
whole! 18 explai ned: the problem is 


ſolved. 


— — Air uy 
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ſolved. The Lawgiver of nature 


has ſpoken: the nations have heard 
him, and the univerſe has acknow- 
ledged its Maſter. He who in the 


grain of muſtard- ſeed ſaw the great 
tree, was therefore the meſſenger of 


this Maſter, Who choſe the weak things 
of the world to confound the ſtrong. 


SE C- 
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SECTION XVII. 


GENERAL DIFFICULTIES.—--THE 
LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL HAS 
NOT EXTENDED SO FAR AS THE 
GREATNESS OF ITS DESIGN 
SEEMED TO REQUIRE.—THE 
* GREATER NUMBER OF CHRISTI- 
ANS HAVE MADE LITTLE PRO- 
GRESS IN VIRTUE,—ANSWERS. 


Bo T am I not precipitate in my 
judgment ? Am I not too much 
diſpoſed to believe and admire? 
Has the univerſe acknowledged its 
Maſter? Has this ſalutary doctrine 
converted the whole world? I caſt 
my eye * the > globe, and ſee with 
aſto- 
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aſtoniſhment that this heavenly 
light illuminates but a ſmall part of 
the earth, and that all the reſt is 
covered with thick darkneſs. And 
even in the illuminated Parts, how 
N ſpots! 


| This difficulty Jore not appear to 
me very coniderable. If this doc- 
_ trine of life is to endure as long as 
| the | preſent dale of our globe, what 
relation do ſeventeen centuries bear 
to its total duration? Perhaps that of 
ſeventeen days, perhaps ſeventeen 
hours, perhaps leſs. Shall I judge 
of the duration of this religion, as I 
judge of the duration of empires ? 
Every empire is like graſs, and all 
the glory of empires is as the flower 
of the field. © The graſs withereth, 
SSL 5 250g te 
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the Hower fadeth, but the ol gion 


of the Lord endureth : 
vive all empires: 


"xt will ſur- 
15 head 18 to 


reign till God has put all his ene- 


mies under his feet. The laſt ene- 
my that will be deftroyed i 18 death. 


I examine the difficulty more 
cloſely, and perceive, | that "it 
amounts preciſely to that which 
may be raiſed from the unequal diſ- 
tribution. of the gifts and advantages 


of mind and body. This ſecond 


difficulty, when thoroughly weigh- 


ed, will lead me into a palpable 
abſurdity. T he gifts of the mind, 
as well as thoſe of the body, depend 
upon a train of phyical circum- 
ſtances connected with one another, 
and this chain mounts up to the firſt 
inſtant 
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inſtant of creation. That all men, 
therefore, ſhould have poſſefled the 
fame gifts, and in the ſame degree, 
it would have been neceſſary, in the 
firſt place, that they had not been 
deſcended from one another. It 
would have been neceſſary, in the 
ſecond place, that all men had been 
born! in the ſame cl limate, and been 
nouriſhed by the ſame food; that 
they had enjoyed the ſame kind of 
life, the ſame education, the fame 
government, &c. For can I deny, 
that all theſe things have more or 
leſs influence upon the mind? Here 
i the moſt flight cauſe carries its in- 
Auence much farther than I can im- 


agine. Of this I am ſufficiently 
convinced. 


SO 
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So that, in order to produce this 
perfect equality of gifts among all 
the individuals of the human race, 
it would have been neceſſary, that 


all thoſe individuals ſhould have 


been caſt in the ſame mould; that 
the earth every where ſhould have 


poſſeſſed the ſame degree of light 


and of heat; that its productions 
ſhould have been every where the 
fame; that there ſhould have been 


neither mountains nor vallies, &c. 
But I ſhould never finiſh, were I to 


exhauſt this ſub j ECL. 


How many ſuch difficulties will 
at firſt ſtrike a man of any penetra- 
tion, and from which he might ſee 
a multitude of abſurdities ariſe, were 
he capable of analyzing them! The 


mind 
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mind willingly dwells upon the ſur- 
face of things; it does not chuſe to 
penetrate them, becauſe it dreads 
labour and difficulty. Sometimes it 

has greater dread of the—7ruth. 


If, therefore, it was inconſiſtent 
with the ale of things, that all men 
ſhould partake of the ſame gifts, and 
of the ſame meaſure of thoſe gifts; 
why ſhould I be aftomiſhed that 
they have not the ſame belief? How 
much is. this belief itſelf linked with 
phyſical and moral eircumſtances! 


But is this holy religion, which 
appears to me ſo limited in its pro- 
greſs, and by which a benevolent 
heart would delire, that the whole 
world were enlightened, to remain 

for 
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for ever within its preſent limits ? 
How many different means may not 


Providence have in reſerve, to ena- 


ble it one day to ſurmount with 
ſplendor thoſe narrow limits to 


which it is now confined? What 
precious monuments, what demon- 


ſtrative proofs, ſtill buried in the 


boſom of the earth, or under ruins, 


may He not draw thence, at the time 
marked by his wiſdom! What future 
revolutions, in the great political 
bodies, now in poſſeſſion of our 
globe, may not be fore-ordained as 
to time and mamer, in the deſigns 
of Supreme Goodneſs! May not 
that nation, which is the moſt an- 


cient and moſt fingular of all nati 


ons; which is diſperſed, and as it 
were planted, for ſeventeen centuries, 
| in 
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in the midſt of the nations, without 
ever being incorporated with them, 
without ever forming one adiſtinct | 
nation of itſelf; which is the faith- 


ful depoſitary of the moſt ancient 
oracles, the perpetual and living 


monument of the truth of the new 


oracles; may not this nation, I ſay, 


be one day, in the hand of Provi- | 
dence, one of the great inſtruments: 
of his defigns, in favour of that re- 


ligion, 1 which it does not ou — 


led ge 2 


If the 3 does not produce 
greater moral effects among moſt of 
thoſe who profeſs it, ſhall I aſcribe 


this to its imperfection, or want of | 


: ſuffictent motives ? But do I know any 


ſyſtem of 3 whoſe princi- 


2 ple 8 
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ples. tend more directly to'the hap- 
pineſs of wniver/al ſociety, and of 
each individual member ? Is there 
any, which preſents motives hetter 
calculated to influence the judgment 
and the heart? It exalts mortal man 
to the throne of Gop, and extends 
his hopes to eternity. 


But in promulgating this ſublime 

law, the Lawgiver of nature has not 
transformed into mere machines the 
intelligent beings to whom he gave 
it. He has left them the phyſi cal 
power of obſerving or of violating 

it. He has thus put into their own 
hands the deciſion of their lot. He 
has ſet before their eyes good and 
evil, happineſs and miſery. 


To 
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To object againſt the ddAtine of 


1 Founder, becauſe all its profeſ. — 
1 ſors are not ſaints, is to object againſt 5 
8 Philoſophy, becauſe all who profeſs 


it are not philoſophers. Is it therefore 
true, that philoſophy is not quali- 
fied to make philoſophers ? Shall I 
judge of any doctrine by its effects 
alone? Will it not be more equita- 


ble to judge of it by its principles, 
its maxims, its motives, and by 


the fitneſs of all theſe to produee % 
end propoſed? If, notwithſtanding 
the excellence of this doctrine, and 
its fitneſs to produce the end pro- 
poſed by it, Iam forced to acknow- 


ledge, that it does not always ſuc- 


ceed, I can from this conclude on- 
ly, that the prejudices, paſſions, - 
and tempers of men frequently 

| weaken 
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weaken or deſtroy the impreſſion 
which this doctrine would natural- 


ly make upon the ſoul. This does 


not at all ſurprize me; becauſe I ea- 


fly conceive, that an intelligent and 


free being cannot be conſtrained by 
mul ives, and that reaſons and argu- 


ments are not compulſory cauſes. It 


is very obſervable alſo, that all the 


men who make external profeſſion 


of a doctrine are not inwardly con- 
vinced of its truth. 


And if, upon the whole, Iam con- 
vinced,. that the number of real 
ſages, whom any doctrine can form, 


is very ſmall, I ought not to be 
aſtoniſhed at this, becauſe I perceive, 


that great excellence, in no profeſ- 
fion whatever, can at any time be 
very general; and that it mult be 


leſs 
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leſs ſo, in the profeſſion of virtue, 
than in any other. But is not vir-* 
tue, though leſs perfect, fill virtue? 
Is not gold, though mixed with 
other matter; ill gold? If I would 
be always juſt, ſhould I not efti- 
mate this doctrine by the good it 
has produced, however ſmall that 
may be, and by all the evils which 
it has prevented? And above all if 
the doctrine in queſtion preſcribed 
the filent performance of good 
works, of 9999, rather than of ſolen- 
did works; if it required, that the 
left hand ſhould not know what the 
right hand did; I ſhould therefore 
infer, that it was impoſſible to cal 
culate all the advantages which ſo- 
ciety could derive from ſuch a doc- 
trine. n 


SE C. 
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SECTION XX. 


THE PROOFS OF CHRISTIANITY 
ARE NOT SUITED TO THE CA- 
PACITY OF ALL MEN. AN. 
Sw ER. 


A NOTHER difficulty demands 
examination: Ought not a doctrine, 
which was to be announced to all 
nations of the earth; which was to 
give to the whole human race aſſu- 
rances of immortality ; which pro- 
ceeded from Wiſdom itſelf; ovght 
not this doctrine to have been found 
ed upon proots, which all men, of 
all times and of all places, could 
have apprehended with equal eaſe, 
and againſt which no 7ea/onaGle ob- 

Wo Jection 
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jection could be raiſed ? At the fame 
time, how much knowledge is re- 


i quiſite to collect, to underſtand, and 


to eſtimate thoſe proofs! How many 
profound, laborious, and intricate 
enquiries, does not this knowledge 
preſuppoſe! How few purſue it with 
ſucceſs! What talents, what ſagaci- 
ty, what diſcernment are required, 
in comparing the proofs, in eſtimat- 
ing the degree of probability in each, 
in judging of the whole of the pro- 
babilities united together, in balanc- 
ing the proofs and objections, in de- 
termining the force of the objections 
in each kind of proof, in refuting 
thoſe objections, and in drawing 
from the whole, concluſions which 
produce certainty! Would a doc- 


trine, which ſuppoſed ſo many ex- 
traordinary qualities of the under- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding and of the heart, ſo much 
knowledge, ſo many enquiries, be at 
all adapted to every individual of 
the human race? Would it be pro- 
perly calculated to afford men rea- 
ſonable aſſurances of future happi- 
neſs? Could it diſpel their doubts, 
firengthen and augment the hopes 
of reaſon, bring life and immorta- 


| ity to light? 


I diſguiſe not this difficulty: I 
do not endeavour to enfeeble it: I 
preſent it to myſelf in its full force: 
perhaps it is not unanſwerable. Of 
this I with to be certain. I, there- 
fore, examine it more attentively, 
and analyze it, if poſſible. 


I acknowledge that man, by the 
light of reaſon alone, could not at- 
ed 1 
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tain to the certainty of a future 
ſtate. He could, therefore, be con- 
ducted to this certainty by extraor= 
dinary means only. I can eafily 
conceive, that the acquiſition of new 
faculties, or perhaps a great degree 
of perſection in his preſent faculties 
alone, might have brought this ſtate 
of futurity within the reach of his 
intuitive knowledge, and enabled 
him to contemplate it in ſome re- 
| ſpe&s as he does his preſent exif. 
\ tence. I conceive, likewiſe, that an 
internal revelation, or external mi- 
racles, could have given to man that 
ceertainty ſo neceſſary to his happi- 
| neſs, and thereby {ſupplied the im- 
perfection of his preſent faculties. 


But the acquifition of new facul- 
ties, or a great degree of perfection 


in 
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in the preſent, would have render- 
ed man a being very different from 
that known under the denomination, 
man. And as all the parts of our 
world are in harmony, and in ſtrict 
relation with each other, and with 
the whole ſyſtem, it is evident, that 
if man, the principal being of our 
planet, had been changed, he would 
have been no longer in relation with 
this planet, in which he was to paſs 
the firſt moments of his exiſtence, 
An eye much more penetrating, the 
touch incomparably more delicate, 
&c. would have expoſed him to con- 
tinual torture. It would have been 
neceſſary, therefore, to have chang- 
ed the œconomy of the planet itſelf, 


to bring it into relation with the 
new economy of man. 


L3 EE per- 
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I perceive now, that the diffcul- 
ty, conſidered in this point of view, 
amounts to this: Why has not God 
made another earth? Why -has he 
not created another univerſe? For 
the earth 1s joined to the univerſe, 
as man is to the earth. There is no 
ſingle part of the ſyſtem, which has 
not its reaſon in the whole. Can I 
pretend to ſay, that, in the work of 
Supreme Intelligence, there is any 
thing whatever, unconmecded with that 
work, and at the ſame time making 
a part of it? If, notwithſtanding the 
extreme weakneſs of my talents, and 
defectiveneſs of my knowledge; if, 
notwithſtanding the great imperfee- 
tion of my organs, I fail not to diſ- 
cover ſo many connections, ſo many 
relations, ſo much har mony between 
the diflerent parts of the world 

Wich 


A 
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whichT inhabit; if theſe connections 
multiply, combine, and diverſify, in 
proportion as I multiply, combine, 
and diverfify my obſervations and 
experiments; is it not extremely 
95 probable, that, if | my faculties and 
inſtruments were incomparably more 
perfect, TI ſhould diſcover the ſame 
connections, „the ſame relations, the 
ſame harmony every where, even in 
the minuteſt particles? And this mutt 
be the caſe, fince the greater are 
always compoſed of ſmaller parts, 
and theſe again of ſtill ſmaller, &c. 
and ſince every whole muſt eſſential- 
ly depend upon the order and har- 
mony of-its parts. : 


It would, therefore, be very un- 
philoſophical to wiſh, that the Au- 
thor of the univerſe had changed the 


L 4 SEcono- 
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ceconomy of man, to afford him 
greater certainty of his future ſtate. 
Nor would it be leſs ſo, to wiſh, 
that ſuch aſſurances had been afford- 
ed to him by 'an internal revelation. 
For this revelation' muſt have been 
univerſal, or extended to every in- 
dividual of the human race: fince 
the certainty of a future happineſs 
would be equally neceſſary to all. 
But as it is agreeable to the œcno- 
my of man, to be conducted by his 
ſenſes, and by reflection. would an 
internal and univerſal revelation, 
perpetuated from age to age, bear 
any relation to the preſert conſtitu- 
tion of man? And if the happineſs 
he is to enjoy in a future ſtate, be 
connected with the application 'he 
made of his reaſon, in his enquiries 
into the foundations of that happi- 
net5; 
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neſs; how could he have applied 
his reaſon to this noble enquiry, 
when an internal and irreſiſtible re- 
velation had rendered this exerciſe 
of the underſtanding uſeleſs? 


There remained one other extra- 
ordinary way by which man could 
be conducted to this deſirable cer- 
tainty, which reaſon alone could not 
give. This was by miracles, palpa- 
ble, numerous, and diverſe, chained 
to each other, and indiſſolubly link- 
ed with circumſtances to charadter- 
ize them, and to determine their 
end. This was evidently the only 
way known to us, which makes no 
change in the conſtitution of man, 
and leaves him the free exerciſe of 
all his faculties. 
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But if miracles were deſigned to 
manifeſt to man the will of the Su- 
Preme Being; if they were, in ſome 
reſpects, the phyfical expreſſion of 
this will, all men have an equal 
right to this extraordinary favour, 

ad might aſpire to the fight of mi- 
racles; and if, in order to ſatisfy 
the wants or deſires of each ind'vi- 
dual of the human race, miracles 
had been univerſal or perpetual, 
how could they have pr eſerved their 
quality of extraordinary ſigns How 
could they have been diſtinguiſhed 
from the ordinary courſe of nature? 


It was, therefore, agreeable to the 
very nature of miracles, that they 
ſhould be performed in a certain 
| place, and in a certain time. Now 
this relation to place and time, this 

neceſ- 
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neceſſary relation, evidently ſuppoſes | , | 
teſtimony, or oral and written tradi- fi 
tion. Tradition itſelf ſuppoſes a 
certain language, underſtood by them al 
to whom it might be tranſ-1itted. 1 
This language could not be univer- 1 
ſal, perpetual, unalterahle ; ſuch a 


£2 
2: 8% 


language would no more ſuit the 
economy of our planet, than a per- 
fect reſemblance, either phyſical or 
moral, in all the individuals of the 


human race. 


So that it was a natural conſe- 


quence of the viciſfſitude of all hu- 
man things; that the language in 
which the witneſſes of the miracu- 
lous facts have publiſhed their de- 
ſition, ſhould become a dead lan- 
guage, and be underſtood only by 
the learned. It was allo a conſe- 
quence 
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quence of the viciſſitudeè of things in 
this lower world, that the originals 
of the depoſition ſhould be loft, that 
the firſt copies of thoſe originals 
ſhould likewiſe be loſt; that the lat. 
ter copies ſhould exhibit a great 
number of variations, that a mul- 
titude of minute facts, and minute 
circumſtances, very well known to 
| contemporaries, and proper to throw 

light upon certain paſſages of the 
text, ſhould be unknown to their 
| deſcendants; that many other cir- 
cumſtances, more or leſs uſeful, 
ſhould allo be unknown to them, 
c &c. It was, in fine, a natural 
conſequence of the ſtate of thinge, 
and of the nature of the faculties of 
man, that an art ſhould be invent - 
ed, which had for its direct object, 
the interpretation of the moſt im- 


= 1 portant 
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portant of all books This admira- 
ble art was, therefore, to come into 
being ; it was to enlighten the wiſe, 
to diſfipate or brighten the clouds 
which obſcured certain truths, and 
the wiſe were to enlighten and guide 
the people. 125 


I ſhall not return to the objection, 
that God could, by an extraordinary 
inter poſition, have prevented the de- 
cay of the language in which the 
depoſition had been written; that 
He could, by the ſame method, have 
prevented the deſtruction of the ori- 
ginals of the depoſition, the contra- 
rieties, alterations, and variations of 
the text. I have ſeen how unreaſo- 
nable ſuch an objection would be, 
Hace it would ſuppoſe a continua- 
tion of miracles, &c. I have alſo 


acknow- 


— 


f 
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knowledged, that thoſe contrarieties; 
alterations, and -variations of the 
text, do not affect the founda- 
tion or ſum of the depoſition, and 
that it is not im poſſible to reconcile 
thoſe texts in a ſatisfactory manner. 


I ſhall examine this difficulty Rl 
more cloſely. As the certainty of a 
future ſtate could be founded upon 
real proofs only, and as the nature 
and end of miracles required, that 
they ſhould be performed in a cer- 
tain place, and in a certain time, it 
muſt therefore follow, that the proofs 
of a future ſtate muſt, like all other 
proofs, be ſubmitted to the exami- 
nation of reaſon. The proofs of a 
future Rate muſt, therefore, be as 
much under the juriſdiction of cri- 

| ticiſm, 
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ticiſm, as any other hiſtorical facts. 

And they would thus become the 

moſt important object of the enqui- 
ries of the learned; and it might 

eater into the plan of PROVIDEN CE, 

that the learned ſhould collect thoſe 

' proofs, arrange them in a certain 

order, unfold them, reſcue them 

from obſcurity, reſolve the objec- 

tions which they might create, com- 

pole particular treatiſes on all theſe 
ſubjefts, and be, to the people, in- 

terpreters of that depoſition in hick 

Were contained the words of eternal 

le. 
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I wiſh to compreſs my arguments. 
Man has two ways of obtaining | 
knowledge: the /en/es, and reflection. 
Neither of theſe ways, nor both unit- 


ed, can lead him to a moral certain- 
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ty. of his future exiſtence ; there i 18 
too great a diſproportion between 
chem, and the nature of the things 
which are the objects of this cerlain- 
iy. Man, therefore, could not be 
directed to this certainty, by any 
other than an extraordinary me- 
thod ; but this direction was to be 
given to a certain intelligent and 
moral being, to a man, that is to 
ſay, to a mixed being, endowed with 
certain faculties, al whoſe faculties 
are confined to certain limits. If, 
then, this extraordinary method 

conſiſted in giving man new facul- 
ties, or in changing the preſent pow- 
er of his faculties; it would not 
have been man that would have been 
directed to this certainty; it would 
have been a being very different 

from man. It was therefore neceſ- 


ſary, 
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ſary, that this extraordinary method 
ſhould hear ſuch a relation to the 
preſent conſtitution of man, that 
without producing any change there- 
in, it might ſufficiently convince his 
reaſon of the certainty of a future 
Kate. Miracles were this method ; 
for nothing was more proper to prove 
to man, that the Lord of nature had 
ſpoken. But if miracles had been 
wrought inevery place, and atevery 
time, they would have returned 
again into the ordinary courſe of na- 
ture; and it would be no longer 
poſſible to aſcertain, whether the 
Lord of nature had ſpoken. Mira- 
cles, therefore, muſt have been 
wrought in a ceriain place, and at a 
certain time. They muſt, therefore, 
like all other facts, be ſubjected to 
the rules of 7e/timomy. Reaſon muſt 


apply 
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apply thoſe rules, and by this ap- 
plication, judge of the reality of 
| thoſe facts. And becauſe thoſe facts 
were miraculous, (and miraculous 
facts demand a greater number of 
teſtimonies, and teſtimonies of great- 
er weight, in order to be believed,) 
it Was requiſite, that this kind of 
proof ſhould be given by witneſſes, 
who in the higheſt degree conjoined 
the conditions, which in the eyes of 
reaſon eſtabliſh the - credibility of 
any fa whatſoever. I fay, of any 
act whaihever, becauſe it appears to 
me moſt evident, that miracles are 
not leſs facts, though they ſhould 
not be comprehended within the 
ſphere of the common or ordinary 
laws. of nature. Reaſon will then 
acquieſce in the proofs which mira 


cles afford, if upon applying to them 
the 
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c nile of ſound criticiſm and 
ſtrict logic, they appear to be * / 
eſtabliſhed. 


I ſhall add only one reflection 
more, and then I think I ſhall have 
ſatisfied myſelf as to the difficulty 
. propoſed in the beginning of the 
ſection. Have I not very much ex- 
aggerated this difficulty? Are great 
talents, ſuch various and exalted 
knowledge, indeed neceſſary to form 
a ſound judgment of the proofs of 
this revelation, which the wants of 
human nature ſolicit from Supreme 
Goodneſs? Will not a good under- 
ſtanding, which is impartial, and 
diſengaged from the prejudices of 
falſe philoſophy; will not a good 
and honeſt heart, a moderate de- 
gree of attention, be full cient to eſ- 
timate 
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timate palpable proofs, collected by 
men of the beſt qualifications, with. 
order and perſpicuity, in books 
which are ſuited to the capacities 
of all the world? That a judicious 
reader may be able to judge of the 
truth of a particular hiſtory, or of a 
particular doctrine, is it abſolutely 
neceſſary, that he poſſeſs all the 
talents aud knowledge of the au- 
thors, who have collected the proofs 
of that hiſtory or doctrine? Does 
the decifion of any point whatever, 
indiſpenſibly demand, that all the 
judges have the ſame meaſure of 
knowledge, the ſame. penetration, 
the ſame talents, which they have 
Vo report it? Does it not happen eve- 
ry day, that we are obliged to have 
recourſe to the ſkilful, or to teach- 
ers of arts and ſciences, upon very 

> many 
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many things more or leſs neceſſary? 


Why then ſhould not the people have 
recourle to the learned, to ſelect and 


eſtimate the proofs of that revelati- 


on, whole certainty they endeavour 
to place within their reach? Beſides, 
are there not ſome of thoſe proofs 
which may be eaiily apprehended 
by the moſt limited underſtandings? 
How ſtrongly does the exceilency of 
the morality of JESUS CHRIST 
ſtrike the honeſt, feeling ſoul! How 
much does the character of CHRIST 
himſelf excite the admiration and 
reverence of every ſincere friend to 
truth and virtue! How deeply is this 


character ſtamped upon the firſt diſ- 


ciples ! What lives! what manners! 
what examples! what benevolence! 
what charity! Could the people be- 
hold ſuch things, and remain un- 


concerned? 
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concerned ? They do not, perhape, 


believe from ſuch proofs, as will 


convince a man of learning ; but 
they may believe from proofs moſt 


adapted to their capacity ; and their 


belief will not be leſs rational, leſs 
conſolatory, nor leſs practical. 


S E C- 
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8 ION 


A DIFFICULTY ARISING FROM 
HUMAN LIBERTY—ANSWERED. 


Sa, I oppole the moral nece!- 
fity of human actions again the 
doctrine of the Founder of Chriſti - 
anity? Shall I pretend, that this 
kind of neceſſity excludes all 7mputa- 
Zion, and conſequently ail law and 
religion? Do I not clearly ſee, that 
moral neceſſity is, in fact, no real 
neceſſity 2 That it is nothing more, 
than certainty, conſidered in actions 
which are free? Becauſe a man 
| muſt 
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muſt love himſelf; becauſe. he can- 
not but determine for that which 
his underſtanding has judged to be 
- moſteligible ; becauſe his will tends 
eſſentially to a real or apparent good, 
does it follow that man is purely a 
machine? Does it follow, that laws 
cannot direct him to his true end? 
that he cannot obſerve them, that 
he has no, underſtanding, no will, 
no liberty; that his actions cannot, 
in any ſenſe, be imputed to him; 
that he is not ſuſceptible of happi- 
. neſs or of miſery ; that he cannot 
ſearch for the one, nor avoid the 
other; that, in a word, he is not a 
moral being? I lament, that the po- 
verty of language has introduced in- 
to philoſophy that untortunate term 
moral nece//ity, 19 improper in itſelf, 

and 
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and which creates ſo much confuſion 
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thing moſt fimple, which can- 


not be explained with too much pre- 


ciſion and clearneſs. 
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SECTION XXI. 
CHRISTIANITY UNFAVOURABLE 
TO PATRIOTISM.*— HAS PRO- 
DUCED GREAT EVILS UPON 
THE EARTH—ANSWERS. 


Sali. I object to the doctrine 


of JESUS CHRIST, that it is not 


favourable to patriotiſm, but calcu- 


lated to make men ſlaves? Would not 
the hiſtory of its progreſs and eſtab- 
Iſhment immediately contradict 
me? Were there ever any ſubjects 


more loyal, any citizens more virtu- 


* Vid. Beattie's Evidences of Chriſtianity, ch. 


ili. ſect. v. 
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cous, any ſouls more generous, any 
| ſoldiers more intrepid, than thoſe 
new men, ſcattered throughout the 
ſtate, every where perſecuted, - al- 
ways humane, always beneficent, 
always faithful to the prince, and to 
his miniſters? If the lively and 
profound ſentiment of the nobleneſs 
of our being is the true ſource of 
greatneſs of ſoul, what will not be 
his greatneſs of ſoul, and elevation 
of thought, whoſe views are not 
bounded by the limits of time? 


shall I repeat, that true diſciples 
of JESUS would not form a ſtate 
which could ſublift? © Why not,” 
anſwers a ſage, who knew how to 
eſtimate things, and who cannot be 


* Manteſquieu's Spirit of Laws, book 
xxiv. ch. 6. 
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ſuſpected either of credulity or par- 


tiality; © Why not?“ They would 


be citizens well informed of their 


duties, and who poſſeſſed great zeal 
to perform 'them; they would” be 


very ſenfible of the rights of natu- 


ral defence; the more they believed 


they owed to religion, the more 
they would think they owed to their 


country. © The principles of this 


„ religion being deeply engraven 
cc upon the heart, would be infinitely 


more ſtrong than the falſe honour 


& of monarchies, the human virtue 
c of republics, and the ſervile fear 


e of deſpotic ſtates.” 


Shall I take pleaſure in exagge- 


rating the evils which this doctrine 
has occaſioned in the world ; the 


civil wars it has produced; the 
| blood 
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blood it has ſhed 


257 


; the atrocious 


acts of injuſtice it has committed; 


and the calamities of every kind 


which accompanied it in the firſt 
ages, and which were renewed in 


ages much later, &c.? But ſhall I 
for ever confound the abuſe, or the 


accidental, and perhaps neceſſary 


_ conſequences of an excellent thing, 


with that thing itſelf? What! could 
a doctrine which breathed nothing 


thoſe crimes? Could the word of 
the Prince of life arm brother a- 


— \* 


but mildneſs, charity, and mercy, 
create thoſe horrid evils? Could ſo 
pure, ſo holy a doctrine, dictate 


gainſt brother, and teach them the 


infernal art of improving every 


kind of puniſhment ? Could tolera - 


tion itſelf ſharpen the poignard, 
prepare the torture, erect the ſcaf- 
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fold, and kindle the pile? No, I 
ſhall not confound darkneſs with 
light, furious fanaticiſm with ami- 
able charity. I know that * “ cha- 
« rity ſuffereth long, and is kind; 
that it envieth not, vaunteth not 
« itſelf, is not puffed up; that it 
e doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, 
« ſeeketh not its own, is not eafily 
e provoked, thinketh no evil, re- 
e joiceth not in juſtice, but re- 
« Joiceth in the truth; beareth all 
cc things, hopeth all things, en- 
« duxeth all things.” No, He who 
went about doing good, placed not 
the murderous ſword 'in the hands 
of his children, and dictated not 
the code of intolerance. The moſt 
gentle, the moſt compaſſionate, and 


1 Corinth. chap. 12. 
the 


or CHRISTIANITY. | 259. 


the PO" juſt of men, did not 
breathe into the hearts of his diſei- 
ples the ſpirit of pe rſecution, bur 
Eindled in it the divine fire of cha- 
_ | | 


6 To affert,” fays that great man* 
whom I have already quoted, © that 
“religion has no. reſtraining power, 
becauſe it does not always re- 
*“ ſtrain, is to aſſert, that civil laws 
“have likewiſe no reſtraining pow- 
« er. He reaſons falſely againſt 
c religion, who enumerates at great 
cc length the evils which it has 
produced, and overlooks the ad- 
“ vantages. Were I to recount all 
< the evils which civil laws mo- 
« narchical and republican go- 


* 


U 


4 


Co 


* Monteſquieu, book xxiv. chap. 2. 
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c vernments, have produced in the 
« world, I might exhibit a dread- 
« ful picture. Although it were of 

« no advantage for ſubjects to have 
< religion, yet it would be of ad- 
vantage to princes to have reli- 
ce gion, and to whiten with foam 
e the only bridle which can re- 
« ſtrain thoſe who fear not human 
« Jaws. A prince, who loves and 
« fears rel! gion, is like the lion 
« yielding to the hand which 
« ftrokes him, or the voice which 
« ſoothes him. He who fears but 
« hates re! igion, 18 like the ſavage 
« heaſt, biting the chain that hin- 
« ders him from flying upon the 
ec paſſenger. He who has no reli- 

& gion at all, is that dreadful ani- 
« mal, ea is totally inſenfible 


cc oC 
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< of liberty, except when devour- 
« ing and tearing in pieces.“ 


1 rejoice to ſee this profound and 
humane writer, this preceptor of 
kings, trace with his immortal 
hand, the eulogium of that religion 
which a good mind will admire ; 
and this admiration will increaſe, 
in proportion as he has made greater 
progreſs in philoſophy and meta- 
phyſics, - as he has generaliſed his 
ideas, and taken an extenſive 
proſpect of things. © Let us ſet 
« before Our eyes, the continual 
© maflacres of Greek and Roman 
« kings and generals on the one 
% hand, and on the other the de- 
„ fruction of cities and nations by 
thoſe very kings and generals; a 
Timur a Jeugizkan ravaging 
* Aſia; and we ſhall ſee, that we 

— M5 « owe 
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| cc owe to religion a certain political 


cc law in government, and in war a 
« certain law. of nations; advan- 


« tages "which human nature can- 


1 not * acknowled R_-” 


«< Tn conſequence of this law of 
&« nations, the victor, in our days, 
« allows the conquered to enjoy 


0 "thoſe great privileges, life, Ii 


C « berty; laws, property, and reli- 


c gion in particular, if he is not 


ce blind to his own intereſt“.“ 


Te 


many works of mercy ſecretly ex- 
erciſed in the heart, has not this 


doctrine of life produced, and fill 


produces! How many Socrateſes 


* Tbid. book xxiv. chap. 3. 


and 


How many demehie virtues, how 


— 
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and Epictetuſes, diſguiſed under 
the habits of low mechanics! How 
much better informed are theſe 
mechanics 1n their duty, and ur the 
future deſtination of man, than 
were Socrates and Epictetus! 


| God forbid that I ſhould be 
either unjuſt or ungrateful! I ſhall 
carefully reckon up the advantages 
of religion, and acknowledge, that 
true philoſophy itſelf is indebted to 
it, for its birth, progreſs, and per- 
fection. Dare I affirm, that if the 
Father of lighiis had not deigned to 
enlighten mankind, I ſhould not 
have been an #dolater ? Born, per- 
haaps, in the midft of thick dark- 
neſs and monſtrous ſuperſtition, I 
might have been ſwailowed up by 
prejudice, and perceived nothing 


in 
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in nature, and in my own being, 
except confuſion. And if I had 

been” ſo happy, or fo unhappy, 
as to have raiſed a doubt con- 
cerning the Author of nature, 
concerning my preſent and future 
deſtination, &c. that doubt would 
have been perpetual, I ſhould never 

have been able to determine it, and | 
tit might have been the torment of 

my life. 


| da true philoſophy, then, Wage 
all that it owes to religion? 
Thou gh it could give a blow to re- 
ligion, ought it to glory in doing ſo, 
fince every blow will infallibly re- 
coil upon itſelf? Should true re- 
ligion, in its turn, rife up againſt 
Philoſophy, and forget the important 
| ſervices which it may deri ve from. it? 
8 EC 
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SECTION XXI. 


THE DOCTRINES OBSCURE, 'AND 
APPARENTLY CONTRARY T0 
' REASON.,—ANSWERS. 


QHALL I attack the religion of 
JESUS CHRIST, becauſe of its doc- 
trines? Shall I augment its my/le- 
ries, their incomprehen/ibility, their 
contrariety, at leaſt apparent contra- 
riety to reaſon ?* 


o But what right have I to pretend, 
that every thing In nature and in 


* The Doctrines of Chriſtianity are ſome of 
them above, but none contrary to Reaſon. 
Vid. Beattie's Ex idences on Chyiſtianity, ch. 111. 
ſect. i. ii. 
grace 
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grace ſhould be clear? How many 


myſteries are there in nature, which 


I cannot penetrate? Every man, 
who has made the works of nature 
his ſtudy, will be ablet o make out 
an immenſe catalogue of difficulties, 
which can never be explained by 
the moſt acute philoſopher. Ought I 
then to be aſtoniſhed at the obſcuri- 
ty, which envelopes certain doc- 
trines of religion? Does not this ve- 
ry obſcurity borrow new ſhades fr om 
that which covers ceriain myſterics 
of nature? Would it be Philoſophi- 
cal in me to complain, that God has 
not given me the. eyes and under- 
ſtanding of an angel, that I might 
ſee through all the ſecrets of nature 
and of grace? Should I deſire, there- 
fore, that in order to ſatisfy my im- 
pertinent curiofity, God had reverſ- 


et 
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ed the univerſal harmony, and plac- 
ed me in a higher link of the im- 
menſe chain of beings? Have Inot 
ſufficient light to conduct me ſurely 
in the path marked out for me; ſuf. 


ficient molzves to confirm me in it; 


hopes ſufficient to animate my en- 
deavours, and to excite me to ful- 
fil my deſtination? How many im- 
penetrable myſteries in natural reli. 
gion, that religion which I believe ſo 
conformable to my reaſon, and in 
which it glories ; that ſyſtem, which 
appears to me ſo harmonious, ſo 
well connected in all its parts, ſo 
eſſentially philoſophical ! How ma- 
ny gulphs contained in the ſingle 
idea of a neceſſary, ſelf-exiſlent being, 
which an archangel himſelf cannot 
fathom! And without riſing up to 
that FIRST BEING, who, like a vor- 

| tex 
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tex, ſwallows up all the conceptions 
of created intelligence, how many un- 
anſwerable queſtions oceur to me 
concerning my own ſoul, whoſe! im- 
mortality is tanght me by natural 
religion! &c. 


inn are:. thoſe : 3 4 
CHRIST, which appear at firſt fight 
To incompreſienſible, and even contrary 
to my reafon, really ſo much ſa, 
as they appear to be? Might not 
men, perhaps too rauch prejudiced 
in favour of their own ideas, or too 
much prepoſſeſſed with the thought 
that there is always merit in belreu- 
ing, and that this merit increaſes in 


proportion to the numer and the 
ec ies of the articles of belief; might 
not theſe men, I ſay, have blended 
falſe interpretations with the emble- 

| matical 
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matical images and metaphorical 
words of Chriſt, and of his firft diſ- 
ciples 2 Might not they accordingly 
have altered and multiplied the doc- 
trines? Do I not miſtake thoſe inter- 
Prelalions for the doctrines themſel- 
ves? I go to the pureſt fource of 
all doctrinal truth: I ſtudy that ad- 
mirable boo, which fortifies and in- 
creaſes my hopes: I endeavour to 
interpret it by itſelf, and not by the 
dreams and viſions of certain com- 
mentators: I compare text with 
text, doctrine with doctrine, each 
writer with himſelf, and the whole 
with the moſt evident Principles of 
reaſon; and after this examination, 
which requires much reflection, ſe- 
riouſneſs, impartiality, long conti- 
nuauce, and frequent ann, I 

CA. 4 ha. 
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ſee the contrarieties diſappear, 
the Ihades decreaſe, light ſhining 
out of darkneſs, faith unite with 
| reaſon, and both concur in forming 
the ſame wan 


| OF CHRISTIANITY, 271 


CONCLUSETON. 


F ROM the whole, this impor- 
tant concluſion reſults, that there is 


no ancient hiſtory ſo well atteſted, 
as that of the MESSENGER OF THE | 
GOSPEL ; that there are no hiſtori- 
cal facts ſupported by ſo great a 
number of proofs; by ſuch ſtrik- 


ing, ſolid, and various proofs, as 
are thoſe facts on which. the reli- 
gion of JESUS CHRIST is founded. 


Sound logic has taught me to diſ. 
tinguiſh, with accuracy, the differ- 
ent kinds of certainty, and not to 
demand rigid demon/tration in mat- 
ters of fact, or in things which eſ- 
. ſentially 


SEN 2 — — GGG . 
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ſentially depend on teſtimony... @ | 
know, that what 1 is called moral cer- 
lainiy, is not, and cannot be, Perfect 
or ſtrict certainty ; that this kind of 
certainty is only a greater or leſs 
probability, and which is more or 
leſs ſucceſsful in gaining the aſſent 
of the mind, as it approaches more 
or leſs to that indivifihle point, in 
which complete certainty reſides. 


I know, likewiſe, that if I adhere 
to nothing but to evidence, properly 
fo called, or to demonſtration, and be- 
lieve nothing but what my awn ſen» 
ſes atteſted to me, I muſt of neceſ- 
ſity fall into the moſt abſurd pyrrho- 
niſm *; for what pyrrhoniſm can be 
more abſurd, than that which ſeri- 
oully doubts all the facts of hiſtory, 
phyſics Kc. and which entirely re- 


Jects. 
. Univerſal doubt | 
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jects every kind of teſtimony? What 
life can be more wretched and limit- 
ed than that 'man's, who truſts to 
nothing but the report of his own 
ſenſes, and who obſtinately refuſes 
Wer⸗ W en 


I mall not "Mp that the truth * | 
Chriſti: anity is demon/trated ; this ex- | 
preſſion, admitted and repeated with | 

too much ſatisfaction by the beſt 
apologiſts, would certainly be very 
improper. I ſhall only ſay, that the 
facts, upon which the credibility of 
the Chriſtian religion is founded, 
appear to me ſo probable, that if I 
rejected them, I think I ſhould vio- 
late the ſureſt rules of logic, and re. 


nounce the moſt common MAaXxIms of. 
reaſon. 


Ihave 
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I have endeavoured to examine 
my own heart to the bottom; and 
as I have diſcovered in it no ſecret 
motive which can induce me to re- 
je a doctrine ſo well calculated to 
ſupply the weakneſs of my reaſon, 
to conſole me in my | diſtreſſes, to 
perfect my being, I receive this doc- 
trine, as the greateſt benefit which 

God can heftow upon man; and I 
would likewiſe receive it, though 1 


conſidered it in no other light, but 


as the beſt ſyſtem of PRACTICAL 
PHILOSOPHY. . 


